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SWAPO ELECTION MANIFESTO 
Towards an independent and democratic Namibia: 
SWAPO's policy positions 

Introductlon 

Today Namibia is atthe crossroads of its independence. The agony of death and 
destruetion that the Namibians have endured for the past 105 years of colonial 
oppression is about to come to an end and freedom is in sig ht. 

The process of transition to independence has already started. On 1 November 
1989, the Namibian people will exercise their long-denied right to self-determination 
by electing their own leaders who, by virtue of being elected by the masses will have 
the sovereign right to draft the constttution of independent Namibia. This will bring 
about a new political and socio-economic order. 

The task before the Namibian people is to seize this historie opportunity and 
ensure that they join hands to safeguard the revolut ionary gains we have made in 
bringing our country to the threshold of independence. Seizing this opportuntty 
means, first, to register as a voter, and second, to vote and send to the Constituent 
Assembly men, and wornen with a revolutionary will, honourable record, vision for 
a better future, integrtty, experience and proven abilityto fight forthe interests ofthe 
broad masses of the Namibian people. 

Such men and women are to be found in SWAPO. SWAPO has stood tall in the 
face of formidable odds over the last twenty-nine years of its struggle to free 
Namibia. Because of this fact, SWAPO had part icipated in the formulation of 
Resulution 435 and fought bravely for the last 11 years for its implementation. The 
motivating force behind this struggle has always been to guarantee that power is 
given to the Namibian people to decide the future of our countrythrough free andlair 
eleetions. 

Now that Resolut ion 435 is being implemented, the Central Committee 01 
SWAPOhas the honourto place belore the people 01 Namibia is concrete program­
me 01 action in the lorm 01 SWAPO's policy positions on a broad spectrum 01 political, 
economic, social and cultural issues. Together, these policy postt ions lorm SWA­
PO's Election Manifesto. 

1. SWAPO's Eleetion Manifesto 

Philosophy of Governrnent 

For SWAPO, the ideals of solidarity, freedorn and justice constitute the political 
guide to action . The perspective of lile Ilowing Irom our commilment to these ideals 
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is that individualsshould subordinatetheir own personal interests to the greatergood 
01 all. 

We in SWAPO have lought lordecades, and been imprisoned 10rlhe noble cause 
01 putting an end to the denial 01 our people's democratic rights. Thousands 01 
SWAPO members have laid down their lives so that the oppressed major~y 01 our 
society can have Ireedom. Such supreme sacrifice lor the wellare 01 others is the 
highest expression 01 solidarity. SWAPO wants to see all sections 01 our people 
wor1<ing in solidar~y to attain objectives that are common to the whole society. Our 
struggle has not onlybeen to liberate the black majorrtylrom colonialdomination, but 
also to emancipate the whrtes Irom the narrow and dehumanizing conlines 01 class 
and race privileg es. A SWAPO-Ied government 01 independent Namibia will thus 
take concrete actions to promote Iraternal and humane social relations in our 
country. The ideal 01 solidarrty obliges our movements to address the essential 
needs 01 all our people who lind themselves in dillicult sodal and economic plight. 

SWAPO recognises the lact that ~ was international solidarity that enabled our 
people to endure the lang years 01 war, imprisonment, detention, torlure and exile, 
and to arrive at the present stage 01 our liberation struggle. In this connection, 
Namibia under a SWAPO government will aftirm the inadmissibility 01 any oppres­
sion 01 one nation or people by another and will extend sOlidarity to all peoples 
lighting lor Ireedom and social justice. 

The ideal or principle 01 (reedarn embodies lor us a wide range 01 democratic 
rights and Ireedoms, the most basic 01 which is the right 01 all nations to deterrnine 
their own destiny and to exercise sovereignty over their lands and resources. 

Freedom includes the rights to lile and personal liberty; rights to Ireedom 01 
movement, expression, conscience, warship, speech, press, assembly and asso­
ciation; right to the due process and equality belare the law; right to protection lrom 
arbitrary deprivation 01 personal and private property; and the right to Ireedom lram 
racial, ethnic, religious or gender discrimination. 

Most 01 these democratic rights have been denied the majority 01 the Namibian 
people lor over one century by both German and South Alrican colonialists. 
Therelore, the primary objective 01 a SWAPO government will be to restore and 
delend these rights. Their restoration requires the linal and delinitive end to loreign 
rule. In a liberated Namibia under a SWAPO-Ied government, Ireedom will also 
mean an opportunrty lor all the people to realise their potentials and to participate in 
decision-making and in directing the development 01 oursociety in a waythat creates 
the necessary material requirements and achieves higherlorms 01 sodal conscious­
ness. The ereation 01 a viable, participatory and genuinely representative pol~ical 
system in our country is central to the realisation 01 such Ireedom. A SWAPO-Ied 
govemment will thus wor1< to establish this lorm 01 political system. 

Justice means lairness to all people. In Namibia, grass injustices have been the 
hallmar1< 01 colonial rule. Policies and sodal practices by the colonial ruling class 
have been grossly unjust to the dign~y, rights, and socio-economic requirements 01 
the major~y of the Namibians. These unjust policies and practices are responsible 
lorthe present division 01 our society into two distinct social groups: the landless and 
propertyless black majority, on the one hand, and the propertied and privileged white 
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minority, and the other. The deprivation 01 the indigenous' Namibian people of their 
liberty, land and other means 01 livelihood has inU icted deep woundson our soclety. 
The black major~y has not only been robbed 01 ~s land, but also 01 ItS lalr share 01 
the wealth it produces. 

A SWAPO-Ied government will ensure that in independent Namibia social justice 
and equality lor all is the lundamental principle governing the decision-making 
process. In order to bring about social justice and to heal the waunds of colonlai 
oppression, a SWAPO-Ied government will not only restare the Namibian people's 
lost polrtical and legal rights, but will also ellect a lundamental soclal, Industnal and 
economic change. 

In short, the ideals of solidarity, freedom and justice are the beacon 01 light which 
guides our Movement towards the luture. They constitute SWAPO's philosophy of 
government. They are principles that must underlie the actlons and behavlour of 
people in controlai state power. 

2, The Namibian Siale 

SWAPO will establish an independent , unitary, secular and democratic state 
wh ase territory includes the 1,124 square kilometer area 01 Walvis Bay and all the 
oftshore islands (the Penguin Islands) between the Orange River and Walvis Bay. 

The constitution to be wr~ten by the Constituent Assembly will be the lundamental 
law 01 the land. It will be a product of the Namibian people's democratic choice in the 
sense that its basic principles will be discussed and approved by the vast majorrty 
01 our people during this election campaign. SWAPO has lought lor the implemen­
tation 01 Resolution 435 because it wants the Namibian people to have the freedom 
to discuss, throughout the country, such principles on which the Namibian state will 
be lounded. 

Namibia's independence constitution must, among other things, pravide lor a 
genuine bill 01 fundamental rights, a bill that is radically different fram all the bogus 
ones previouslypraduced bythe appointees ofthe colonial power in ourcountry. The 
organisation, aims and lunctions 01 the Namibian state will express the Interests a~d 
will 01 the people. Its basic leatures will be : the participation . of the people In 
determining the government's policy; sodal changes; and conslstent struggle lor 
economic independence and against neo-colonialism. 

Unlike in the colonial era, when the state power was used as an instrument 01 a 
small colonial ruling class to delend its accumulated privileges and to suppress the 
colonised majority, in a SWAPO-Ied independent Namibia the state will operate in 
the interest of the people as a whole. 

The key organs of the Namibian state will be the executive, the legislature, and 
the judiciary. 
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a) The Executive 

The executive will be made up of the Head 01 State, in whom the executive power 
of the state will be vested, and a Cabinet. The power and authority of the Head of 
State will emanate from democratic elections. The Head of State will appoint 
ministers who may or may not be members of the National Assembly or Parliament. 

The Cabinet will have the collective responsibility regarding decision-making. 
Ministers, who are members of the Cabinet, will also have their own individual 
ministerial duties and will be accountable to the Head of Stale and, where appropria­
te, to the Parliament. 

The Cabinet will be assisted in the execution of its duties by a Public Service which 
will be responsible for the implementation of government policy-decisions and the 
management of public enterprises. Recruitrnent into the public service will be on the 
basis of proven skilI, experience and accountability. Racial, set, and elhnic discrimi­
nation will be strictly prohibited as a basis for the recruitmenl of personnel into the 
public service. 

b) The Legis/ature 

The legislature will be the law-making organ of the state. ~s rnembers will be 
elected through universal adults suff rage to represent the various constituencies. 
Thus, the Parliamentwill bethelocal point of popular representation and articulation 
of the just interests 01 the constituent provinces or regions of the state. The 
Parliament will consist of a single eh amber. Its immediate tasks will be the repeal of 
all discriminatory legislation. 

c) The Judiciary 

Under colonialisrn, the judges and other judicial officials have upheld repressive 
laws and excused murders, atrocities and other forms of abuses wh ich the colonial 
state powercommitted against the Namibian people. Their actions often negated the 
principles of due process of the law. 

In a democratic Namibia, under the leadership of SWAPO, the primary function 
of the judiciary will be to establish a new legal system with an independent judiciary 
that can provide speedy and efficient provision 01 justice. The judiciary will be slaffed 
with men and women of integrity whose legal philosphy and ideological disposition 
will ensure that our people's long cry for justice is answered. The new judicial 
structure will be unilied and will consist 01 the supreme court, a high court, and 
various district and community courts. 
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• 3, Foreign Policy 

The vast majorityol Namibians,like the millions 01 othercitizens ofthe developing 
world, live in abject poverty. Theirvery survival is atthe mercy 01 a group olsmall but 
powertul nations and the privileged lew in the society. Independent Namibia, under 
a SWAPO govemment will join the other developing countries in their common 
struggle against this condemnable injustice. 

The commitment 01 a SWAPO government to democracy and social justice at 
home would be equal only to its commitment to the imperative need lor the 
democratization 01 international political and economic relat ions. 

Guided bythe noble ideals 01 a just international order, a SWAPO government will 
seek to join SADCC, thereby strengthening this vital community 01 neighbouring 
states lorgreater regional unity, integration and development. SWAPO believes that 
liberated Namibia together with its neighbours can build a luture that is prosperous, 
more just and more secure. 

A SWAPO government will also seek to join the Organisation 01 Alrican Unity and 
help make it mission lor unity, liberation, peace and prosperity possible lor alilhe 
peoples 01 our cont inent. In this connection, SWAPO upholds the special role the 
Frontline States have played in support 01 and in solidarity with the struggling 
peoples in the region. Independent Namibia wi ll join these states in their demand lor 
the eradicatin 01 the evil system 01 aparlheid. The state 01 Namibia will render moral, 
political and material assistance through the OAU to the heroie people 01 South 
Alrica and their national liberation movement to enable them to win theirvictory and 
replace apartheid with justice and democracy. 

The United Nations is an indispensable world lorum. In pledg ing to uphold the 
United Nations Charter, upon joining the organisation, Namibia will seek to make its 
contribution to the eil orts thaI are already aloot lor the relorm 01 its charter, 
institutions and procedures. 

SWAPO considers itsell a lounding member 01 the Non-Aligned Movement. The 
state 01 Namibia will, therelore , promptlylormalise its membership in this movement. 
The principles and objectives ofthe movementwill be atthe core 01 Namibia's loreign 
pol icy, wh ich will seekto promote Iriendship, co-operation, solidarity, non-interferen­
ce in other countries' internal affairs, mutual respect, and the establishment 01 
diplomatie and commercial relat ions with other states. 

As a non-aligned and a developing country, Namibia will strive to promote South­
South co-operation lor the adoption 01 common strategies and policies in trade, 
commodity prices, science and technology. 

The state 01 Namibia will seek to pursue policies that support all elforts aimed at 
striking a balance between Ihe often conllicting priorities 01 liberation , disarmament, 
peace, security, environmental protection and socio-economic development. 
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4. Cltizenship 

Upon accession to statehood, Namibia will have its own eitizenship law, defining 
the relationship between each individualliving in the eountry and the state. This law 
will be enshrined in the eonstttution of the country. 

Namibian eitizenship will be aequired on the basis of the following eriteria: birth in 
Namibia, descent from a Namibian parentage, marriage to a Namibian eitizen, and 
naturalisation. 

Citizenship by birth will mean that any person born in Namibia will, regardless of 
the origins of the parents, have the right to the eountry's ertizenship. A person who 
aequired citizenship by birth eannot be deprived of it. Citizenship by birth will be 
automatie, exeept for the ehildren of diplomatie representatives of other count­
ries. 

A person will have the right to become a ertizen on the ground that either one of 
his or her parents orgrandparents was born in Namibia. Also, a person one of whose 
grandparents was a Namibian er belonged to a eommunrty indigenous to Namibia 
may qualffy for Namibian ertizenship. 

A person may acquire Namibian ertizenship through marriage to a Namibian 
ertizen. 

An alien orforeigner may beeome a Namibian eitizen by naturalisation, that is, by 
adopting, as a matterof personal choiee, Namibiaas his or her homeland. Herorshe 
must show suffieient evidence of eommitment or attaehment to Namibia and deelare 
his or her intention to renounce any other previous ertizenship. Aperiod of at least 
10 years of permanent residence in Namibia and prool that the applieant is of good 
eharacter and has no reeord of fascist erimes against humanity will be required for 
a person to qualffy for ertizenship. 

A Namibian eitizen will be prohibited fram keeping the ertizenship of another 
eountry. In this eontext. SWAPO demands that those eharged with the implementa­
tion of the UN Plan forthe Independence of Namibia must ensure that non-Namibian 
nationals are not permitted to vote in the election for the Constituent Assembly. 
Specffically, SWAPO demands that appropriate provisions be made to contra I 
effectively the determination of eligibility of voters in the forthcoming UN supelVised 
and controlled elections. 

5. Language Pofiey 

The Namibian nation is made up of cultural and linguistic heritage of its various 
groups. Democratic Namibia will be enriehed by all which is healthy in this heritage. 
A SWAPO government will therefore pursue a language policy that accords equal 
status and respect to alilocally spoken languages. The new policy will redress the 
present injustice wherebythe German and South African colonial states have placed 
emphasis on the teaching , development and use of German and Afrikaans at the 
expense of all other locallanguages, such as, Damara/Nama, Kuangari, Otjiherera, 
Oshiwambo, Silozi, etc., will be improved to a satisfaetory standard. 
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Mother language will be used as the medium of instru'ction at the lower primary 
sehool level. The concern here is not with so-called group identity of ethnic 
eonsciousness and exclusivity, as has been the case with the aparthe id colonial 
reg ime, but with the fulfillment 01 cognitive and communicative functions. Since rt is 
through the mother languages that infants first acquire social habits, manners, 
feelings, tastes, skills and other cuttural norms, rt is important that their formal 
schooling starts wrth those languages of everyday lile at home. 

At the higher primary schoollevel, Eng lish, which SWAPO proposes to make the 
oflicial language for independent Namibia, will be introduced as a compulsory 
subject. English will then be usedthrough the secondary level to higher education as 
the medium 01 instruction. This policy objective is based on the realisation that none 
of the locally spaken languages, Afrikaans included, is a medium of international 
communication ; and that in this day and age of increased interdependence among 
nations, parochial outlook does not selVe the interests of any nation. Also, to improve 
Namibian people's quality of life requires that our country adopts, as a practical 
sovereign right, a language that will help our people to speedily acqu ire the vital 
scientffic knowledge and technological know-how. English is one such language. 

6. Slale and Religion 

Freedom of eonscienee and religious worship will be enshrined in the constitution . 
Every person will be entrtled to propagate or preach his or her re ligious belief. 

All denominations will be free to provide religious instruction to their members, 
pupils and students altending educational institutions wh ich belang to church 
communrties. Church schools will be fully recognised by the state as lang as such 
institutions include in their syllabuses subjects stipulated in the curricula of the 
national education system. This is essential to ach ieve unfformity regarding stan­
dards of examination and certificat ion . 

Other religious institutions, such as hospitals, printing houses, etc., will also enjoy 
the protection of the state. 

On the other hand, since the polit ieal objeetive of SWAPO is to create a 
democratic society and to defend the democratic rights of everybody, no person 
shall be required to undergo relig ious instruction orto take part in or attend religious 
obselVance if such obselVance or instruction is in conllict with that person's own 
beliefs. 

7. Eeonomie Polleies 

The Namibian economy under South African colonial rule has been characterized 
by total lack of coordination. There are minimallinkages within the various sectors 
of the economy. Each of the th ree groups that have dominated the Namibian 
economy, namely, foreign mining companies, white commercial farmers, and South 
Africanlishing companies, have only soughtto maximise profits byconcent rating on 

2t 



the production of primary products for export at the expense of domestic consump­
tion. The beneftts accruing from the production processes are distributed on unequal 
and unjust racial lines in favour of the ruling whtte group. Exchange of what is 
produced brings profits only for the owners of the mines, the white farmers, and the 
fishing companies. In sptte of their vilal labour input, the black workers get only 
meagre or starvalion wages. For example, in urban areas the whttes ' per captta 
income is on average t2 times more than that of the blacks . In the rural areas, this 
gap is even wider - there, on average a while person 's income is 25 times more Ihan 
that of a black person. 

The goal of SWAPO's policy on economic reconstruction and development will, 
therefore, be to bring change in ownership relations, bring about equitable distribu­
tion of national income, create rational linkages of sectors and diversify the 
economy. 

The mining seclorthat accounts for a third of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
and 85 per cent or more of allthe goods exported from the country, could have been 
the pillar of a strong and self-sustaining economy in our counlry. The tax receipls 
from this source make up about half of the estimated government revenue in sptte 
of the fact that so me of the mining companies have been allowed to operale wtthout 
paying taxes for years and others provide false informalion abouttheirtrue incomes 
in order to avoid paying full taxes. 

Of course, there is not asingle mining company operating in Namibia thaI is wholly 
or partially owned by Namibians. This has meant that Namibia's minerals are 
effectively monopolised by Western and South African corporations; and wilh such 
astranglehold on the counlry's key economic secter, these corporations have 
orienled our economy towards exports of unprocessed raw materials. Thus, much 
of the wealth from the mining induslry - up to 35 per cent of the country's Gross 
National Product (GNP) - flows to foreign bank accounts of the transnational and 
South African corporations in the form of profits, dividends, remiltances and capital 
Iransfers; Ihis has been extreme poverty for Ihe black workers and peasanls. 

As a movemenl commilled 10 Ihe values of social juslice, solidarily and public 
inlerest, SWAPO does not conceal its belief in the moral superiorily of socialism over 
capilalism. Egalttarianism forms Ihe basis of ils vision of a jusl social order. 

Under a SWAPO government, Namibia will not allow the status qua 10 conlinue 
whereby Ihe structure of Ihe economy is lailored 10 Ihe needs and demands of 
foreign and local privale capttal. Change will have 10 be brought abou!. The present 
unjust state of affairs characterised by the supremacy of foreign capttal, on one 
hand, and the total subordination of national capital formation, on the other, will have 
to go. 

SWAPO's economic policy on ownership relations is that there will be state, 
cooperative, joint venture and private participation in the economy. The state will 
have ownersh ip of a significant part 01 the country's economic resources. No 
wholesale nationalisation 01 the mines, land and other produclive sectors iS, 
however, envisaged in the foreseeable future. 

The independent state of Namibia will stand ready to negotiate new and 
appropriate agreemenls with both Ihe existing loreign companies and new investors 
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interested in participating in the developmenl 01 Namillia's resources for mutual 
benefil. The cenlral plank of SWAPO's policy on economic restructuring and 
developmenl is to achieve a measure of national control over the country's 
resources and to bring about a balance between just economic returns for the 
Namibian people and reasonable proftts for foreign and local private investors. 

a) The Mining Industry 

The revenue and foreign exchange earnings from Namibia's mining industry will 
become the most important element in restructuring and developing the country's 
national economy. To this end, investors will be required to reinvest into the country's 
economy a significant part of their proftts. Areas of the economy where such linancial 
"plough back" will be necessary include agriculture, manufacturing and mineral 
exploration and developmenl. 

SWAPO's mineral development strategy will also aim at the integration 01 th is key 
sector with the rest of Ihe economy. Th is will include Ihe developmenl of mineral­
based processing induslries such as Ihe manulacture of fertilizers, production 01 
agricu~ural implemenls, manulaclure of construclion malerials, melal retining, and 
labricaling, diamond sorting, valualion and cuning. 

SWAPO govemmenl will also pursue a tighl tiscal po licy in respecl of Ihe country's 
mineral industry. This will include the curbing 01 corrupt practice 01 transfer pricing 
and the introduction 01 state lease and other taxes by the mining companies 
operating in the country. At present, the transnational corporalions are laxed 
considerably less Ihan in olher African counlries. For example, CDM pays higher 
laxes in Bolswana Ihan it does in colonial Namibia. In Ihe IUlure, all Ihe corporalions 
will be required to pay tax rales Ihal are commensurale wilh Iheir aclual eamings. 

b) Land Reform and Agrieultural Poliey 

SWAPO is comminedto land reform in orderlo redress the imbalance crealed by 
Ihe colonial policies 01 land allocalion on racial basis. The objeclive 01 the new pol icy 
will be 10 transler so me of Ihe land from Ihe few wilh too much of it 10 Ihe landless 
majorily. 

AI present, some 65 percenl oflhe land is owned bythe whttes. There are aboul 
6,000 cattle and karakul ranches owned by some 5,000 whtte commercial farmers. 
Accordlng 10 official figures, as many as 48 per cenl 01 all Ihese farms are owned by 
loreign absenlee landlords. There are also certain whiles who own several large 
larms. The land occupied by absentee landlords, and some 01 Ihe land of Ihe larmers 
wilh many larms will be redislributed 10 Ihe landless. 

BuI, as in Ihe case of mining, there will be no lull-scale nationalisation 01 Ihe land. 
lnslead, slate larms, cooperatives, peasant lamily larming unils, and privale 
commercial farms will be promoled. This slralegy of mixed ownership or use of land 
will seek to promole broad participation of Ihe Namibian people in the country's 
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agricu[tura[ production and in the sharing 01 its surplus va[ue . The second objective 
01 this policy is to increase agricu[tura[ production and achieve appropriate product 
mix. 

SWAPO's agricu~ura[ po[icy aims to minimise dependence on imports 01 lood­
stuffs. To this end, areas, such as, the north-eastem, northern and north-central 
Namibia - covering what are presently known as the Ovambo, Kavango and Caprivi 
regions as weil as the Tsumeb/Grootfontein/Otavi triang[e - will be designated high 
priority zones lor crop production and intensive irrigation projects. A SWAPO 
govemment will strive to provide the necessary support services to the. agncultural 
sector in these and other zones in the lorm 01 credlt, marketing, extension services 
lor peasant larmers, inlrastructure, and adequate producer prices. . 

To realise these policy goals, it will be necessary to transler a conslderab[e part 
01 the state revenues Irom the mining sectorto the deve[opment 01 agriculture. 

As part 01 its policy to achieve agricultura[ se~-sufficiency and rural economic 
deve[opment, a SWAPO government will promote the establishment 01 agro­
industries such as grain mills, lerli[iser p[ants, timber mills, edib[e oil relineries, bag 
making, lood processing, packing and canning lactories, as weil as the production 
01 simple agricu[tura[ implements. 

A[so a SWAPO government wil[ seek to put an end to the export 01 unprocessed 
karaku[ pelts that are now auctioned in London and processed lor who[esalers in 
Europe and North America. A SWAPO government will seek joint ventures with 
interested investors to estab[ish a [oca[ processing and manulactunng Industry In 
order to export the pelts as linished products. 

e) Polier on Fisheries 

Fisheries is a massive resourca whose benefits have [ong been denied to the 
Namibian peop[e and has instead been over-<lxp[oited main[y by South Alriean 
lishing companies. Allocation 01 high catching quotas to the South Alncan Ilshlng 
I[eet and lax contro[s overlishing I[eets have greatly contributed to the devastation 
01 Namib[a's lish resouree. A SWAPO-[ed government 01 independent Namibia will 
take immediate corrective actions to rehabi[itate the lishing industry. 

A SWAPO government wou[d dec[are a 200 nautica[ mile Exc[usive Economic 
Zone off its coast and assume the responsibi[ity lorthe management and contro[ 01 
lishing in the zone. The government will introduce appropriate [evies lor a[[ lishing 
rights to loreign fleets lishing in its territorial waters. Licensing will be [inked to 
adequate policing procedures and reporling . State allocation 01 quotas and contro[s 
over all the catching operations will be aimed at allowing the lish stock to recover 
after a decade 01 ruth[ess over-<lxp[oitation and to ensure that the lishing industry 
will, onca again, become an imporlant revenue generating and export-earning 
sectorthat it used to be. 

SWAPO's ownership policy on lishery envisages the creation 01 astate lishery 
sector, in the lorm 01 a national company; joint venture operations with experienced 
and techno[ogically better equipped loreign enterprises; [ocal private ownership as 
weil as workers' co-operatives. 
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d) Wildlife and T ourism • 

Protection 01 Namibia's unique wi[d[~e resource, historica[ sites, vegetat ion, wild 
[andscape, etc., will be among the top priorities 01 a SWAPO government. Wi[dl~e 
is a major resource base lor Namibia's tourist industry. The present co[onial misuse 
01 the country's wi[d[~e and the destructive over-use 01 its plant reserves will be 
stopped. Legis[ation will be passed by the Namibian Par[iament to prohibit all lorms 
01 encroachment on the country's national parks and nature reserves. 

The [egis[ation will also provide lor both state patro[ 01 game parks and education 
about the importance 01 environmenta[ protection. Nationa[ recreation areas and 
other types 01 tourist attraction, such as, historica[ architecture, rock art, sceneries 
etc. will receive greater state attention than has been the case in the pas!. This will 
inc[ude better management and conservation strategy. To this end, a SWAPO 
government will estab[ish a wi[d[ile and nature conservation authority whose main 
lunction will be to monitorthe well-being and progress 01 wi[d[ile populations against 
all destructive and destabilizing lorces, such as, drought, the movement and 
settlement 01 peop[e, peaching, etc. 

e) Eeonomie independenee 

There is simp[istic view that Namibia's economy is tied to that 01 South Alrica and 
that whatever the po[itical and ideologica[ co[our 01 the govemment that emerges 
Irom the UN-supervised e[ections in Namibia, that govemment will have to toe the 
Pretoria [i ne il Namibia is to survive economically. This is a lalse argument. 

A[though presently more than two-thirds 01 a[[ the investment in the Namibian 
mining industry is owned by South Alrican-based transnationa[ corporations, these 
corporations are themselves haunted by the spectre 01 sanctions against South 
Alrica and have, therelore, a[ready embarked on their own investment risk­
spreading po[icies. They are in lact busy establishing separate and [ocally incorpo­
rated companies outside South Alrica in pursuit 01 their own corporate interests. This 
means that unlike other countries wh ich export capital, the South African whrte 
minority state will not have the kind 01 economic [everage that it would wish to have 
in Namibia. 

Regarding the supp[y 01 mining equipment, Namibia can readily lind supp[iers in 
Europe, North America and the Pac~ic - it does not need to import such equipment 
Irom South Alrica. 

Furthermore, un [ike some 01 the south-centra[ Alrican countries, Namibia does 
not need aceess to South Alrican rail routes or ports to transport its goods to the 
international markets, the claim lor sovereignty over Wa[vis Bay by South Alrica 
notwithstanding. The present use 01 South Alrican routes and ports is contrived. It 
is not dictated by any natural necessity. Rather, it came about as a result 01 co[onia[ 
connection and is in lact unnecessari[y expensive and counterproductive lor 
Namibia. 

Since much 01 Namibia's output 01 lishmea[ and oi[ , so me tinned lish and just 
about all beel cattle are sent to South Alrica to satisly that country's own demand at 
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prices usually lar lower than those obtainable at the world market, Namibian lood 
producers are quite olten denied higher earnings Irom their export. 

Further, instead 01 benelitting lrom this imperial/cl ient relationship wtth South 
Alrica, Namibia has had to lorego the development of its own slaughtering, cold 
storage and processing industry and is denied direct aceess to the lucratlve 
European, Middle Eastem, Asian and otherworld markets lorits products. Indepen­
dence will end this unjust relationship. 

As mentioned earlier, Namibia also has enough arable land to produce the crops 
but the colonial rule has deliberately discouraged Namibian farmers from going into 
commercial production of cereals, frutts and vegetables in order to keep the country 
a capt ive market for South Africa's own food surplus. 

Thus, contrary to the repeated claim that Namibia is heavily dependent 01 South 
Africa, the country is in aposition to establish tts own independent national economy, 
wtth tts own trade routes to the wond markets. 

A SWAPO govemment will thus ensure that Namibian producers will be freed 
lrom imperial contro!. They will be able to diversny their trade and estabhsh 
altemative markets where their products could obtain better trade tenms. They 
would, forexample, be able to benefit from EEC preferential beef quotas under the 
Lome IV Convention. tndependent Namibia will also stand to beneftt economically 
from other multilateral economic associations like the Southern African Develoment 
Coordinating Conlerence (SADCC), the Preferential Trade Area (PTA), the Council 
lor Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA), the General Agreement on Trade and 
Tarift (GATI), the Generalised system of Preferences, etc. The countrywill also, for 
the first time, have the freedom to produce for domestic and regional markets, 
instead of remaining a perpetual dumping ground lor South African goods. 

The current situation regarding Namibia's presence in the Southern Alrican 
Custom Union (SACU) is not one of equality. Allocation of customs revenues to 
Namibia are at the discretion of South Africa. n permits free !low of South African 
agncunural and manufactured products to Namibia, thereby undermining the 
development and growth 01 local agricultural output and manufacturing firms. Under 
SACU, Namibia in fact pays indirect tax to South Africa. This horse and rider 
ecanamic relationship cannot continue. 

Nevertheless, independent Namibia may consider the possibilrty of staying in the 
SACU n there are genuine prospects for a non-racial and democratic change in 
South Africa; and if Pretoria is willingto acceptthe principle of equality of nations and 
non-interference in other countries' internal aftairs. 

It is cammon knowledge that since 1915 Namibia's Balance of Payments (BOP) 
has been signnicantly favourable. South Africa has all the statisties. SWAPO would, 
therefore, insist on the repatriation to Namibia 01 the country's share of foreign 
exchange reserves aceumulated and invested in South Africa and elsewhere in the 
wond by the Reserve Bank of South Africa. 

SWAPO does not underestimate the enormity of the task 01 economic restructu­
ring and development ahead and the considerable magnitude of the financial, 
technological and manage rial requirments for which provisions must be made. A 
SWAPO government will, therefore, make concerted efforts to obtain the necessary 
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• capital assistance, and technologieal, training and managerial support from friendly 
countries and international organisations in order to implement its policy of restruc­
turing and developing Namibia's national economyto achieve growth with equtty and 
economic independence. 

8, Science and Technofogy 

The acquisition, adaptation and development of science and technology are 
crucial for any society that wishes to meet the basic needs 01 its people. Under 
colonialism, black Namibians have been excluded from the execution of technical 
tasks and duties. This practice has inhibited the evolution and development of a 
technological culture among our people. 

Under a SWAPO government, independent Namibia will emphasise a scientific­
technological cunure. It will follow a policy of acquiring, adapting and using science 
and technologyto meet the poeple's basic human needs and to improve the quamy 
of Ine 01 all Namibian crtizens. 

The acquisition and adaptation of science and technology will entail measures to 
train cadres at all levels in technical and professional fields. Technical training 
instrtutions will be established to build up technical skills. 

A SWAPO governemnt will, furthenmore, embark upon programmes for the 
popularisation of science and technology through the dissemination of technical 
information that is relevant to the day to day activities of the masses. Science and 
mathematics will be a strong element in our school curricula; and the school 
syllabuses will strive to ensure a organic link between scientif ic/technological theory 
and application. 

Independent Namibia will also seek to enter into munilateral and bilateral 
agreements in co-operation with other count ries regarding seien ce and technology 
exchanges. 

9, Policy on Health 

Heanh services is one 01 the areas where colonialism has found tts most cruel 
expression in Namibia. Disproportionately large sums of money are spent on 
luxurious hospitals and clinics for the white minority, while health facilities for the 
black majority are undertinanced, poorly stafted and equipped. 

Curative, preventive and promotion medical services for the black majority of the 
population are hopelessly inadequate. As a consequence, infant mortality rate 
amongst the blacks is high and life expectancy, low. 

The provision of public preventive and curative health care services for all 
Namibians will be a high priorttyfor a SWAPO government. The govern ment will also 
strive to introduce primary health care services throughout the country. 

To carry out this task 01 providing a comprehensive health service to all 
Namibians, SWAPO government wi ll establish a nationwide network of public heanh 
centres, clinics and hospitals. 
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It will also improve the training of hea~h personnel. To this end, medical, and 
nursing schools will be established to train doctors, dentists, nurses, clinical offieers, 
laboratorytechnicians, radiographers, psychiatrists, public health inspectors to man 
the hea~h institutions adequately. 

Traditional medical practice will be accommodated to enhance research and 
utilisation of an important local medical resource. 

A Namibian National Red Cross will be established and the government will 
support and work towards the WHO goal of hea~h for all by the year 2000. Thus, a 
healthy nation will be the primary goal of a SWAPO-Ied government in independent 
Namibia. 

10, Educatlon and Culture 

One ofthe mostglaring inequalities perpetrated in Namibia bythecolonialists has 
been the grass neglect of the education of the indigenous Namibian populastion as 
a deliberate policy designed to subjugate the masses of our people through the 
perpetuation of ignorance and illiteracy. The colonialists understood that knowledge 
is power, and they were not prepared to share power with the black majority. The 
objective ofthe system of Bantu education imposed in Namibia was simply to provide 
an inferior education to produce barely literate Namibians who would then be useful 
tools forthe colonial administration in carrying out its dictates. A sanitised curriculum 
wh ich denied the scholars a braader and open education emphasised theircontrived 
racial inferiority. Scholars were imbued with the virtues of their colonial masters' 
history at the expense of their own. They were also denied a properfoundation in the 
sciences, since they were expected to know only enough to service the colonial 
status quo. 

Advancement of Namibians to higher learning was greatly circumscribed. Only a 
handful of Namibians could matriculate. For any further studies, the high school 
graduates had to compete for the few places available at South African Bantu 
colleges. Namibia can hardly boast of any institutions of higher learning. Adun 
education has largely been ignored. The colonialists have ensured that Namibians 
remain a semi-educated people. This has been an inexcusable denial of the basic 
human rights of our people. 

SWAPO views education and training as the right of every Namibian and not a 
privilege. Againstthis background, a SWAPO government would work to correctthis 
wrang. SWAPO's basic policy is education tor all. Education will be at the centre of 
the transformation 01 the Namibian society. There will be universal and compulsory 
education for all Namibians of school-going age. A SWAPO government will 
encourage and subsidise nursery schools to better prepare Namibian children for 
their long and important educational journey to adulthood. The government will 
provide seven years of basic education at the primary level, three years junior 
secondary level. Education will be compulsory up to the important part of the senior 
secondary school curriculum to prepare students for further technical, vocational 
and professional training. 
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Priority will be given to the expansion of schools, teachertraining, and production 
of appropriate educational materials. 

Students unable to proceed beyond junior secondary school level would be 
encouraged to continue their schooling at junior polytechnics to develop skills in 
fields such as metal-work, carpenlry, bricklaying, motor mechanics, plumbing, 
catering, tailoring, etc. 

Senior secondary school graduates will be given opportunity to advance to 
universities for degree studies or progess to speciallsed institutions, such as, 
institutes of technology; agricultural schools; fishery institutions; commercial, secre­
tarial and accountancy schools; journalism; teacher training collges; and public 
administration institutions, etc. At present, these opportunities and institutions exist 
only for the education and training of the privileged white minority. A SWAPO 
government will make it a priority to establish such facilities for all Namibians. 

A mass literacy campaign will be carried out to eradicate the colonial humiliation 
of being denied the opportunity to learn , read, and write. Provision will be made for 
adult education through on-the-job training, and extension, continuing education, 
non-formal education as weil as other skills development programmes. 

Provision will also be made to cater for the special educational need of the 
disabled and handicapped members of our society, such as, war victims, the blind, 
the deaf and dumb, the emotionally disturbed, and the physically disabled. 

Edueation in rural and urban areas will be equalised. All distriets will have 
government secondary schools and all regions will have speeialised state institutions 
of tertiary or higher education which will be affiliated to the national university. 

A SWAPO government will thus invest adequate resources in education in order 
to uplift and imprave the quality of life of all the Namibian people. 

Culture is a product of history. In a situation where a nation is dominated by 
another, the culture ofthe dominated nation will always carrythe mark of domination 
and oppression. The Namibian people's cultural development was suppressed and 
retarded for over a century. 

At the spiritual level of culture, our people's songs, dances, poetry, arts, 
languages, traditions, values and beliefs were ruthlessly denigrated bythe dominant 
ruling ideology of racism. At the material level, our indigenous technology collapsed 
in the face of western manufactured goods. Our artisans and craftsmen were forced 
out of the praductive proeesses. As a result, the indigenous industry lost the 
opportunity of further innovation and production because the invading western 
traders would braok no local competition. 

Our architeetual designs and buildings expertise gave way to the dominant alien 
skills andtechniques. National independence shou ld bring with it the liberation of our 
people's cu~ure from the fetters of colonial domination. 

An independent Namibia under a SWAPO government will promote the revival 
and development for our people's cultural expression and creativity. It wililaunch a 
comprehensive cunural programme entailing the establishment of national mu­
seums and monuments, theatres for arts and drama, literacy associations, a 
foundation for arts and crafts, as weil as institutes of music and dance, films and 
languages. 
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The rekindling 01 the euttural pride among Namibians is of vital importanee 
beeause it will serve as a vehiele of their ereative refleeiton upon their past and 
present realities as weil as an expression of their aspirations for a better future. 

11. Pollcy on Rural Development 

In the interest of equality and soeial justiee, a SWAPO government will endeavour 
to eliminate the wide differenees between the urban and rural standards of living by 
inttiating development programmes designed to bring about improvements in the 
income eaming activtties of the rural communities. 

It will do this through equitable alloeation of investment funds. Investment funds 
will be alloeated for the development of rural physieal infrastructure, such as, 
hospitals and clinics, schools, water wells, dams and irrigation facilities, etc. 

Since there will be limtts to the availability of investment funds, independent 
Namibia will emphasise the use of labour-intensive methods. 

The people's government will work to help improve the organisation of rural 
production and distribution of goods through the provision of extension services and 
promotion of grassroots voluntary organisations, especially women associations, 
whose aim will be production co-operation among the peasants. Such organisations 
will include peasant co-operative movements, self-help housing committees, small­
scale instustrial development associations, etc. 

Rural development will be an integral part of the national development plan; and 
the government, as the common agent of all the Namibian people, will have the 
responsibilityto provide the necessary support for rural development in the form of 
funds, leadership, and technical expertise. 

12, Lecal Gevernment and Housing 

a) Leeal Government 

In colonial Namibia, authonty at locallevels of government has been divided along 
racial and ethnic lines. Much of the regional government responsib ility has been 
delegated to the so-called second tier authortties. 

In the rest of the country, local govemment responsibiltty has largely been 
delegated to a number of white magistrates. White municipial authorities for cities 
and towns have powers to raise revenues from taxes and provide services; peri­
urban boards are also run by whites. In this same urban setting, there are separate 
councils for whites and blacks. The councils for blacks are mere advisory boards wtth 
no power to raise taxes or to make decisions of any consequence. 

The black majority have, therefore, been left out of the decision making process 
at the local govemment levels, as is the case at the centrallevel. 

Democratization of the Namibian society wou ld require the eradication of all the 
apartheid local government structures. Under a SWAPO government, independent 
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Namibia will have democratically elected local authonties, both in rural and urban 
areas, In orderto glve powerto the people at the grassroots level to make decisions 
on matters affecting their lives. 

For administrative convenience and development requirements, a SWAPO-Ied 
government will restructive and divide the country into regional, district, municipal 
and Village Unlts of local government. This division will not be based on tri bai and 
raciallines, as has been the case. The present tribal "homelands" will be done away 
with. But loeal government will be organized in such a way as to proteet local cuttural 
tradtt ions and instttutions. 

Local governemnt structures will be organ ised in such a way that they can direclly 
influence policy decisions at the central government level. 

. Chiefs and other tradttlonalleaders of the Namibian communities of our society 
Will have a slgnlflcant role to play in the local government. 

b) Housing 

. Housing is one of the forms in wh ich racial slratitication of our society has found 
~s most appalling expression. Discriminatory and racist practices remain firmly 
entrenched. Black workers In urban areas live in squalid conditions of labour 
eompounds,slngle quarter housing, and in segregated ghettos. 

The houslng condltlons 01 theoverwhelming majority of rural blacks are equally 
appalling. Theoften corrupt adminIstrations of the so-called second tier authorities 
dld nothIng to Improve the housing eondit ions for the masses. 

A SWAPO government will therefore make the provision of adequate housing as 
one of ItS top pnoritles. It Will set up a publie housing sector to help provide 
appropnate and affordable shelters for all sections of the Namibian population. Such 
a pubhe houslng sector Will be charged with the responsibility for a rapid expansion 
of houslng construclion activities in the country. 

Houslng construction for the lower income groups will receive state subsidies. 
Slate support will also be given inthe form of appropriate housing legislation, giving 
access to vanous forms of credl'. to enable individuals and groups to build and 
Improve the" own houses. There Will also be provision for building materialloans and 
crash training programmes forconstruction workers and artisans in order to ensure 
the successful implementation of the governmen!'s housing pol iey and program­
mes. 

Local government at regional , district, rnunicipality and village levels will be called 
upon to support self-help housing projects and technical services in the form of land 
survey, water supply, electricity and sanitation. The central government will make 
provIsion forthe upgrading of the administrative, managerial and technical capactty 
of the local govemment authorities to enable them carry out this task. 

The government will also mobil ise and encourage pnvately-owned construclion 
companles to contribute to the housing programme through an incentive package. 
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13. Pollcyan Women 

The socio·economic pos~ion of women in colonial Namibia has been characleri· 
sed by brutal oppression. Black women have been oppressed on Ihe baSIS of race, 
sex and class. A SWAPO·led government will bring about soclal lustlce by bnnglng 
women in the mainstream of nationallife. 

Namibian women are aetively involved in the creation of our society's material 
requirements. In the rural areas, they const~ute weil over 60 per cent ?f the 
subsistance agricultural work force. But, the extent of thelr partlclpallon In the 
produclion process is by and large invisible. Many of thelr economlc and home 
activities often go unrecorded and undercompensated. Namibian women face 
greater discrimination than men in achieving full recognttion for their role in the 

economy. . 
In the urban areas, where women participate in the wage paYlng sector of the 

economy, there is a clear division of labour. Women are concentrated in the low­
paying, unskilled, domeslic and casual jobs. 

Black women are Ihe most hard-h~ by the present high rate of unemployment 
The few employers in this country, who provide so me kind of training for their 
workers te nd to discriminate againsttheirfemale workers, arguing that women stop 
working 'when they give birth to children; and, as such, money spent on training them 

is a "waiste". 
SWAPO fully recognises the specific oppression wh ich Namibian women have 

suffered under colonialism. Its government will therefore, accord full and equal nghts 
to women in all aspeets of our future democratic society. Their full and unfettered 
admission to all levels of government responsibility, and to the industrial, commer­
cial, agricu~ural, scientific, academic and professionallrte will be defended. Women 
will have Ihe right to paid materntty leave and job security. Linked to thls nght will be 
state provision for free child care faciltties to enable the women to retum to thelr lobs 
after maternity leave. 

The campaign to root out discrimination against women will involve not only 
provisions for equal educalion, better training and job security for women, but also 
minimum quotas fortheir participation in decision-making bodies at all levels of the 
government, trade unions, political parties, etc. There will be anational women 
organisation to promote the interests of the Namibia~ women: Gender-neulral 
cr~eria, based on skills, training, responsibility and worklng condltlons, will be used 
to ensure equal pay for equal work. Sexual harassment in the workplace will be a 

legaloffense. 

14. Youth and Students 

Youth account for 55 per cent of Namibia's total population. As a group, ~.has 
bornethe brunt of the liberation war. Many young Namibians have been In the flnng 
li ne and have made enormaus sacrifices. They have demonstrated an impressive 
will to work in various fronts of ourpeople's bitter and bloody anti-colonial r~sistance. 
The majority of the black Namibian youth have also suffered from the Inequalrty 
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inherent in Bantu education which is restrictive both in ' terms of coverage and 
conten!. 

A SWAPO government will, as pointed out in the education section of this 
manifesto, pursue a policy oI comprehensive programmes of education and training 
to better prepare the Namlblan youth for a productive and fulfilling role in adulthood. 

It wIllalso guarantee the right and freedom to the Namibian youth and students 
to mobillze and orga",ze themselves into independent organizations. Such organi. 
zatlons will be free to establlsh fraternal relations with other youth and students' 
organizations regionallyand internationally. 

There will be a Ministry of Youth Affairs. Youth representation in decision-making 
structures of government at all levels will be guaranteed to ensure their active 
participalion in the national reconstruction, development and defence. The Ministry 
of Youth Affalrs will have speclflc budget forthe promotion of cultural activtty among 
the youth through the establishment of mu lit-purpose art and craft centres through. 
out the country: Such centres will have training programmes in music, dance, drama. 
palntlng, drawlng, etc. for the youth . The aim of such activities will be to project 
amon~ the young people Namibia's cultural identily, values and aspirations. Youth 
sports clubs also will be eSlablished in urban and rural areas. 

On the economicfront, the government will pursue a policy of job creating projects 
forthe young people through the provision of rural and urban youth cooperatives and 
vocational training cent res for school leavers. 

Since the Namibian youth has been on the front ranks of the armed liberation 
slruggle, qurte a numberofthem are victims of warforwhom a SWAPO government 
Will establlsh a comprehensive programme of rehabilitation, involving skills and 
training . 

15. Labour In Independent Namibia 

In li ne with our movement's policy of economic reconstruct ion a SWAPO 
government will bring aboul fundamental changes in the country's labour system. 
There w,11I be a new .Iabour legislation whose major purpose would be to proteet the 
workers economlc Interests and rights. 

Racist praclices whereby black workers are Irealed as an expendable commodi­
ty, that IS useful onl.y for its contribution to oulput, will be done away with. The new 
labour leglslatlon wllllnclude, among other Ihings, provision for a minimum or living 
wage which each employer will be required to pay his workers. 

AU the remnants of the oppressive contract labour system will be abolished. 
Restnetlons on population movements will be ended. Migrant workers or contract 
labourers from the so·called homelands will be fully integrated into the areas of the 
country In whlch they work, and will have freedom to live with their families or 
dependenis. Equality of opportunity and treatment in workplace will be strictly 
demanded of all employers. To redress the effect of past racial and gender 
dlscnmlnatlon, thegovernment will immediatelytake measures to el iminate allforms 
of Inlustlce in recruitment, promotion, wages and training. 
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The Namibian workers will enjoythe full democratic right to organize themselves 
into trade unions, and to enable them to participate in economic unit management. 
The right to trade union activities will be extended to all categones of workers, 
including farm and domestic workers. .' , 

A SWAPO government's labour policy will call for the Introductlon of ~orkers 
education programmes aimed at skill development and ralslng the workers levelof 
general education. These will include on-the-job training, adult Irteracy and contl­
nuing education so as to enable the workers to advance through ranks, to 
manage rial administrative, professional and technlcal levels of employment. . 

Employers will be required to provide their employees wlth houslng subsldles, Ine 
and health insurance, annual and matemity leave and other necessary fnnge 
benefits. The observance of heatth and safety standards will be reqwed of every 

enterprise in the country. 

16. Anned Forces 

Independent Namibia under a SWAPO government will pursue a policy of 
peaceful co-existence with its neighbours. However, for the purpose of nallonal 
defence, the country will establish anational anmy. The anmy will recrurt all loyal and 
able-bodied Namibians of the age between 17 and 45 years. All male youth of 17 
years will undergo military training and perform at least two years of military duty or 

national service. 
Soldiers of the People's Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN), who have fought for 

the independence of the country, will form the core of natIOnal army; and those 
soldiers of liberation who sacrniced their Iives in the course of the struggle for 
independence will be recognised and honoured as national heroes and herOines. 
Their families and dependents will be looked after by the state. . 

The Namibian national anmy will be constituted so as to be of a defensive 
character. The army will take part in agricuttural production, construction and other 

civil duties. 

17. The Mass Media 

In colonised Namibia, mass media, Le. press, radio and television, has been part 
and parcel of the occupation regime's propaganda machinery. In.this, rt has been 
reinforced by a hast of publications owned or sponsored by politlcal group,ngs or 
business interests that have been in alliance with the occupallOn regime agalnstthe 

independence movement. 
The South West African Broadcasting Corporation (SWABC), for example, has 

functioned as in integral section of the South African Broadcasting Corporatlon 
(SABC), controlled from Johannesburg with pol icy decided there . and the key 
person ne I appointed or seconded by the parent. Similarly, progressive Joumalists 
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and publications that emerged in recent years from independent and church 
sources, were ruthlessly suppressed. 

A galaxy of draconian laws, such as, the Prohibrtion of Information Act, Riotaus 
Assembly Act, the Terrorism Act and martial laws imposed in the war zones of 
northern Namibia, restricted not only the freedom of movement, assembly, expres­
sion, association, etc. ; they have also been utilised to gag the mass media. 

SWAPO believes that freedom of expression is a basic human right. As such, 
journalists will have an important role to play in promoting democracy and people's 
power in an independent Namibia. Bona lide journalists, both local and foreign, will 
be accredited to perlarm their duties. Newspapers, magazines, periodicals, newlet­
ters and other news and infonmation pUblications will be certified and registered by 
the appropriate government agency. 

Under a SWAPO government, there will be state-owned media which will serve 
as a vehicle to promote national unrty, reconciliation, reconstruction, development 
and international solidarity. Media functionaries will be encouraged to disseminate 
information and ideas. 

The mass media in Namibia will subscribe to the United Nations' New Internatio­
nalinformation Order in providing an accurate and balanced account of information 
and events on and about Namibia and the wand at large. 

In order to settle complaints and conflicts between the mass media and the 
general public, the government will set up a Mass Media Council or (Press Council) 
composed of leading citizens and representatives of mass media workers (unions or 
associations) and mass media owners (proprietors/management), headed by a 
prominent judge to arbitrate on such cases. The normal courts of law will settle with 
libel, defamation and slander cases according to the law. 

18. Comuption in Publlc Lile 

In colonial Namibia, as the South African appointed Thirion Commission revealed, 
widespread graft, malpractices, maladministration , abuse of power and public office 
and squandering of public funds by holders of public off ice in same of the "ethnic" 
governments have been widespread. 

A SWAPO-Ied government will put a definitive stop to this canceraus rot in public 
Iife by introducing stringent measures to curb corrupt practices. Corruption in all rts 
manifestations will be regarded as a serious crime. 

A SWAPO government will require persans entrusted with publ ic positions to 
declare their business interests to avoid conll ict of interest. It will also set up 
adequate machinery to ensure that public funds are properly utilised and accounted 
for. 

In addition, an Office of the Ombudsman will be created as a watchdog against 
the misuse of public office. This office will operate independent of the government 
to ensure non-interference in its investigations, and fairness in handling complaints. 
11 will have investigative powers to look into cases and complaints brought before it 
by the general public about unfair practices, such as, bribery, fra ud, favouritism, 
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lribalism, racism, viclimisalion, undue influences, elc. Complainants and witnesses 
will be protected and the confidentialrty of evidence will be guaranteed. Public 
servants accused of wrong·doing will have the right to defend themselves against 
such charges and be cleared of any wrong-doing, rt found innocent of the allegations. 
On the other hand, the government will take appropriate action against offending 
public officials upon the recommendation of the Office of the Ombudsman, should 
they be found guiHy of corrupt practices. 

The government will, furthermore, establish an Anti-Corruption Commission to 
investigate all serious cases of corruption in nationallife. The citizenry will be free to 
report genuine cases of corruption and corrupt practices to the Commission, wh ich 
will have investigatory and prosecution powers. 

19. Pollcy on Publlc Flnance 

A SWAPO-Ied government will adopt procedures of strict financial management 
and overall budget balancing. The specific objectives of such public finance policy 
willbe: 

a) to securethe necessaryfunds through appropriale and efficient mobilizaton of 
public revenue for implementing the government"s various social service and 
development programmes; 

b)to maintain a proper balance between productive investment and consumption; 
c) to minimize budget deficit and avoid excessive external borrowing, through 

concerted efforts to mobilize internal financial resources ; 
d) to encourage and promote domestic investment, through state, private and 

joint ventures; 
e) to effect substantial cuts in the public expenditure through a reduction in the 

present huge state bureaucracy resulting from the existence of eleven so-called 
second-tier authorrties; and 

f) to adopt more efficient methods of tax collection to increase tax revenue from 
corporate profits, individual income tax, non-resident shareholders tax, import and 
excise duties, sales tax, Iransfer and stamp duties etc. 

Independent Namibia under a SWAPO government will also strive to correct 
imbalances in supply and demand of certain commodities and reduce the inequali­
lies of income distribution. 

20. Electoral Process 

SWAPO played an important role in the formulation of the United Nations Securrty 
Council Resolution 385 of Jaunary 1976 and 435 of September 1978. 80th 
resolutions called for free and fair elections in Namibia under the supervision and 
control of the UN, as a key step torwards independence. 

Therefore, while deeply deploring and condemning the evenl of April 1 , SWAPO 
reaffirms its commrtment to Resolution 435 and supportfor its implementation. At the 
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same time, rt demands and expects UNTAG to exert the n~cessa r 
SOluth Afncan administration to withdraw all Koevoet paramilrtary ~:m:sn~~~~oo~ :~: 
b~ :~::;~~~~~~~ Immediate stoplo the on-going acts of intimidation and terrorism 

As to the future,. independent Namibia under a SWAPO government will res ect 
the democratlc pnnclple of penodlc elections on the basis of unviversal ~UH 
~~~;:. All raclal and ethnlc obstacles to the exercise of such democratic right will 
be away wrth. The only restnctlons on the exercise of this democratic right will 

;~e, cltlzenshlP: mental deficiency and records of serious criminal offen ces 
e scheduled ,"dependence election will be a mUHi-party contest which ~ill 

hopefully provlde Indlcatlon of the Namibian people's preference of polilical party 
system. 

In line with our commitment to democracy a SWAPO .. I t I " , government Will establlsch 
an e ec ora commiss"on to .Iook into issues of national census, demarcation of 
constrtuencles, voters qualif,cat,ons etc. in preparation for future elections. 
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