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Journal für ｅｮｴｾｬ ｣ ｫｬｵｮｧ ｳ ｰｯｬ ｴ ｴｴｫ＠ 2, 1985 

EDITORIAL 

Hochverrat, sagt ein Bonmot der Staatstre1chsprofesslon, sei eine Frage 

des Datums. Mutat1s Mutandis gi l t dies auch für die Ursachen der Schul-
denkr1se in der Dritten Welt . Was gestern für die ｾｓ｣ｨｷ･ｬＱ･ｮ ｬ ￤ｮ､･ｲＢ＠

l.ate1namer1kas noch als erfolgreiche , wel1 angeblich dem westlichen Vor-

btld folgende , Entwickl ungspolit ik galt, 1st heute der Inbegriff wi r t -

schaftspoliti scher Verantwortungslosigkeit , wird aber für morgen bereits 
wieder zum non plus ul t ra ökoncmlscher Wei sheit erklärt. Oi e Rede 1st von 

der ･ｾｰｯｲｴｯｲｬ･ｮｴＧ･ｲｴ･ｮ＠ Wachstumsst rateg1e und i hrer F1nenz 1erung um jeden 
Preis. In der zweiten Häl fte der 70eT Jahre durfte das empfohlene Ent-

wtcklungskonzept als Mi lchmädchenrechnu ng gelten : Ge l d war bil l ig zu haben 
uM der Export florierte, der Schuldendtenst l1 eß s1ch bequem aus den Aus-

fuhrerlösen finanzi eren. Als die Tide kippte bl ieben die Schul dnerländer 

als die Schu ldigen auf der Strecke. Anders und doch verwandt die Ge-
schichte der armen Entwicklungsländer. Ihre Entwickl ung f i nanzi ert s1ch 

aus ｺｾ･ ｩ＠ Quellen : aus den Rohstoffexporten und aus der Entwick lungshi lfe. 

Als die Kr1se in den Indus tries t aaten die Nachf rage und damI t den Pre is 
für Rohstoffe verdarb und zugleich die Entwl ck lungshtlfe 2U stagnieren be-

gann, blieb als Alternative entweder gleich in ｅｮｴｷ ｦ｣ｾｬｵｮ ｧｳｲ ｵ ｦｮ･ｮ＠ zu hau-
sen oder die Lücke m1t Kapitalmar ktm1ttel n zu füllen. Letztere s verän-

derte die St ruktur der ａｵ￟･ｮｾ･ｲｳ｣ｨｵｬ､ｵｮｧ＠ beträcht lf ch, d1e des Schulden-
dienstes aber enorm. Denn es macht ei nen Unterschied, ob man für Ent-

ｾＱ｣ ｫｬ ｵｮ ｧｳｫｲ･､Ｑｴ･＠ der Geberländer Zinsen zu leisten hat oder den dr eifachen 

Zins für Kapitalmarktkred1te . 

Ein Bild der afrikanischen Arme_Leute_Verschuldung zeichnet der Auf satz 
von Herbert pönfsch . Unstreiti g haben Mißwi r tschaft und Korruption ihren 

Teil am Fiasko: Mancher geliehene Dollar berührte gar nicht den Boden des 

Empfängerlandes sondern wurde von den defraudierenden Eliten und Herr-
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SChaftsk lassen glei ch auf ausländfsche ｐｲＱ ｶ ｡ ｴ ｫｯ ｾ ｴ･ｮ＠ transferiert. Aber 

die Vorstellung einer geteilten Schuld paßte nicht ins Konzept des 1nter-
nattonalen Pr lvatbankensystems , der westlichen Regierungen und des Welt-

währungsfonds : Wenn die EntwiCklungsländer die Zeche allein zahlen sollten 
- und das sollten sie - mußten sie auch die al'ein1gen Schuldigen se tn. 

Daß dabei nicht die Verantwortli chen 1n der Dritten Welt, sondern die arme 
Bevölkerungsmehrheit die volle Wu cht der Sanierungspläne und Austerf typro-

gramme zu spüren bekam 9 störte dabei weniger. Schließli ch war das schon 

inrner so . 

Oie Mechanismen des int ernationalen Finanzkarussel s beschreibt der Artikel 
von Claud1a Oz1obek. Immerhin brachten die Umschuldungsvereinbarungen mit 

den wichtigsten Schuldnerländern Beruhigung für das Pr ivatbankensystem. 

Dementsprechend verkündeten westliche Zentral banker und F1nanzmfnister, 

einem modernen Hevl1le ｃｨ｡ｭ｢ｾｲＱ｡ｩｮ＠ glei ch, auch ihr "financhl peace In 
our time n. Inzwischen beschleicht aber auch professionelle Optimisten 

eine Ahnung, daß damit die Schuldenbombe noch nicht entschärft sein 

könnte. Andre Gunder Frank hat schon Mftte vorigen Jahres auf den diesbe-

zOglich verdächtigen Trend der Rezessionszyklen aufmerksam gemacht . Auf 
die Rezession der Jahre 1973 - 1975 hat die eskali erende Verschuldung der 

Dritten Welt - durch die kreditstimulierte Importexpansion der Ent-

wicklungsländer - noch dämpfend gewirkt, hat aber die Rezession 1979 -

1982 - durch den Einbruch bei den Entw1 cklungsländerexporterlösen und der 

konsequenten Lfquiditätskrise angesichts anziehender Zinssätze - bereits 

verstärkt. Die nächste, durchaus absehbare, Rezess ion wird das Schulden-
problem zur Insolvenzkrfse eskalieren und , angesichts einer Mas s ierung von 

Fälligkeiten Mitte der AChtzigerjahre, die Zeftbombe zünden. Daß dann 

aber auch die Industriestaaten mitgerissen werden können, ergibt sich aus 

dem dichten Geflecht weltw1rtschaftlicher Interaktionen 9 die geme1nhin als 
Interdependenz bezeichnet werden, und die Jean-Ph1lfppe Platteau 1n se1ner 

Studfe beschreibt. 

Klaus Derkowftsch 
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Bernd Schuh-Schmelkal 

DREAM-ISLAHD HISYROS 

Mytho- 1ogfc, Religion and Socfal 

Hobility In an Island-Comnunlty 

I. A Place In Mlnd 

The mlnd and the heart of the Oodecanestans, has been sald by one of thefr 

most recognlzed members, 15 pagan and magi e. Thefr rites and ceremon1es. 

thefr belfefs and supersttttons reaeh far beyond Chrtsttantty. A pagan 

mlnd 1s one that 15 wl11fn9 to see correlattons where there 4re none. 1t 

may recognfze the spirit of a person in a tuft of her hafr and recelve joy 

through 1t cr eventual1y try to da her harm by burntng 1t . Modern 

soclety, we belfeve. has overcome thfs. But the clvl1fzed mfnd. though 

convfnced cf 1ts superlortty, does much the same. The joy and the patn we 

gtve others are based on Dur illusions. Often It 15 the 111us10n of ｴｾﾭ

reparable confl1ct that brlngs us death and despair In the form of war. 

But also the correlatlons modern soclety has brought on, as for Instance 

the correlatlon between sex, Ineome and ability, are no less magie, no 

less art!fieial. 

The wh at and the how we are seelng, and that we see or don't see wh at we 

see, the what and how we forget. and that we farget we have forgotten 15 

eonstrueted In and by our eulture: by our eolleetlve subeonselous. 

The pagan mlnd cannot be pushed away. It tannot be overeome by repres-

sion. A repressive mlnd, however etv l1 zed and well educated lt may bel ts 

a dangerous mind. On the other hand, a quite simple pagan disposition may 

always be aeeessible to the natural flow of emotions and vital power. I 
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belleve lt Is therefore that I have chosen to Inquire I"to the fsland of 

Nisyros. 

Nisyros ls a plaee of power. Here paganism and Chrlstlantty still live 

slde by slde. Its people. as everywhere In the Dodeeanese, are lineal 

deseendents of the 111ustrlous Hellenes of old - as Jacob Casavfs has put 

It - they l1ved upon the same plates and nursed our Infant ctvl11zatton on 

the breast of Hellenism. 

At vartous tlmes and plaees these people go back to the roots of ecstasy. 

Then they slng.and they dance. and they lmprovlse poetry In the suecesslon 

of the Homerie rhapsods. Oh, how they enjoy It. So, you see, when I was 

there for the seeond time, I put a brief note In my dlary: H1syros 1s no 

p1aee on the map. 1t Is a plate In the mlnd. 

2. Hisyros on the Map 

Nisyros 15 a tiny, mountafnous Is1and 1n the Aegean Sea opposlte anelent 

knfdos of Asfa Minor. Havlng the form of a disc wlth about 43 square 

miles, 1t is situated 11 ml1es south of Kos, 58 ml1es from Rhodoes and 240 

ml1es east of Plraeus. You cen approach It once a week by a vessel named 

after admiral Miaoul1s. He had anchored his fr fgate on Valli, the Island 

opposfte Nfsyros, durlng the Greek revolution where he e1so hed dug a well 

that can stl11 be seen. S1nce recent years a ferry named Nereus 1s also 

goln there. But you may even choose to trave1 to Kos first and then take 

the "Express" or "Panormftes". 

Hlsyros 1s now sald to heve about 1300 permanent resldants. But that num-

ber fluctuates strongly because of Intensive migrati on and mobllity. 

There are 800 souls 1n Mendrakl. the capital of the island. and 500 in the 

remalnfng three villages of Ball, Emborfos and Nlkla. But at times, 1n 

old Nlkla, whlch Is the largest. one ean hardly count flfty. Most cf them 

are l1vlng abroad most of the t1me. It was Nfkfa where the research has 

been carrfed out. 
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3. Myths and Superstit10ns 

The Benedlct1ne poet Walahfr1d Strabo has told us a mythical episode about 

the ortg1n of Ntsyros. Accordtng to th1s. ft was formed during the war of 

the g1ants. 

When Pose1don pursued Po1yvot1s w1th hts trident, he cut off a pfece from 

Cos and threw 1t after hfm. Slnee then Polyvotfs ts held down by the 

rocks. but sometlmes he tr1es to delfver hfmse1f and sends slgns of hts 

anger through the volcano. Th1s story 1s fndeed well known, But myth and 

belfef are play1ng some st111 greater role 1n Hfsyrfan life. 

Untfl 1n our days. the Hfsyrtan navigators have not ceased to make supplt-

cattons to Poseidon who 15 be11eved to protect, as Keptun does wfth the 

Romans, the seafaring men. When they are In doubt, they also send a 

prayer to 5t. Kteholas. Because here 1n H1syros Pose1don, the ruler of 

the sea, was baptfzed as 5t. Nfcho1as. The saflors pray to hlm for 

gufdance. and his teons decorate the stern or mast of t hel r boats. Poset -

don 1S pushed asfde by Hleholas, and hts t r ident made into a byzant1ne 

cross. It does no 10nger stirr the oeean, but lt ea1ms lt down. Sinee 

such has to be the politles of c1viltzed religfon: annihilation of real 

power and ecstasy . Espee1ally the Oodeeanesfans have reslsted thfs 

voflent slde or Chrsftlanfty untfl 1n aur days when Itallan faselst troops 

suppressed and kf1'ed the rebell1ng natives who dfd not fol10w the lta10-

phfle Archbishop Apostolos who wanted to Cathollclze and thus Ita11nlze 

the 'slands (see H.Y.Tlmes. Jan. 23rd t 1935). 

The Oodecanese Is one of the early eradles of both Hellenlsm and Chrtstl-

anlty. So 1t Is not surprfslng that pOlythe1sm went alongstde the worshfp 

af god the almfghty. In H1syr05,'- 'n the vertfle valley of Emporlos. there 

1s the ehapel of Kera or M1stress. Be fore that, most probably. that has 

been the snr1ne of Demetra. At th1s place there 1s held an annual eere-

mony for fnereased fert11fty and proteet10n from 10eust. One day I baught 

a copy-book for my notes down in Mandrakt. On 'ts cover there was an 

Image of 5t. George kf11fng the dragon. George had to replace Theseus. 

the great hero who travelled from Athens to Crete in order to ktll the 
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M1notaur. There are many pagan customs handed down to tne Dodecanes1ans 

from anc1ent Greece such as tne s1ng1ng of tne song of tne swal10w. the 

harblnger of spring. 

One of these songs 1s 1ndeed very old and can be found 1n the MDetpnoso_ 

pnists M by Athenaeos (200b. eh.): It reads 015 follows: 

5he 1s here, she 1s here, the swal10w 

Fafr seasons she brings, fafr years that follow. 

Her belly 1s wh1te. he back black as nfght. 

In the days of Sextus Propertlus (16 b. Ch . ) people have be11eved that a 

fllcker1ng flame of a candle would bring on ｭｦｳｦｯｲｴｵｮ･ｾ＠ and so they do 

now. lt Is regarded yet as unlucky as 1t was then If one hears a craw 

shoutlng from top of the house, and lt Is a s1gn of death, 1f there is a 

dog how11ng at n1ght. 

Even the f1fty daughters of old Hereus are still residfng In the 1s1ands 

of the Dodecanese. fhey are now called Anerades and consfdered malevo-

lento Thetls and her sfsters are up at the1r tricks In desolate eastles 

such as the Pelasgfan stranghold on Hlsyros, the Paleocastro. They are 

bel1eved to appear at moon1tt nlghts where they stage thetr wild dances. 

Men are selzed by them and made to joln In the dance, and they may carry 

away the newly born babies. Therefore, the young women avoid the ruins. 

So lt goes. 

4. Patterns of lffe and Religion 

Here we are: 1n Hlsyros 1983 t rfght at the begfnnlng of lento on a frfend-

ly and Invlting 1s1e , once dorte and full of symbols of ane1ent mysteries. 

On almost every sfdeway you ean find a 1fme- pafntfng of the serpent of 

1ffe. Modern men donlt know of 1ts meanfng. For most of us the serpent 

eol11ng qulescent at the base of the spine is only an fntelleetual image 

" at all. We have no v1ved encounter wHh cosm!c energy, do we? How 

there are those women attend1ng ehureh every sunday mornfng and evenfng 

100kfng doubtfully at those mov1ng opposlte. 
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And thelr rrtendly ｾ｢｡ｮ､ｳＮ＠ the unp.dur."led leaders, the postman retlred, 

brlght and tal1, the huge tender Ｈ｡ｲｭｾｲ＠ -"only god can make ! beatle. no 

man can da lt" - the rarester wlth his Htlter-Appearance. always In uni-

form, the major tall and always c lgan (lg4n, the "have-been-flfty-years-

In-Amerlca-man H walkIng up and down the roads and sideways, the steps and 

promenades In thls small vlIlage in his USA-jacket. Oh, how many of them 

have 1 seen, retlred and fading away wlth that stick In thelr hand . 

Thls viIlage Is so small that anyone may be aleader lf he on1y wlshes to 

be one. Those houses c0 11apse. So If you are a brl ck layer , In the mlnds 

of the grateful over-aged folk you will turn Into an archltect. And If 

you happen to be the on1y carpenter 1eft, that will make you tnto a little 

god. If you are a postman or bus-driver you'l1 equal a high offic14l and 

you l
" wear a fine suit everyday ••• 

-They certalnly are not humble or apologet!c. No, they come In from the 

plt and slt down to their dinners wlth a bang. and thelr wtfes and 

daughters run to walt on them qutte cheerful1y. and thelr sons obey them 

wl thout overmuch resentment 11 • 1) After all, that I S not dortc at a 11. 

And the smal1 modest dorlc houses wlth thelr beautlful flreslde, are they 

modest ? Oh no, they have changed lnto ga1eries of self- exh1bit10n: 

badges and china, magnlfleent portraits, eeclesiastleal utensl1s, docu-

ments of great granny, pedigrees. Christ in wood, Christ In tin, ChrIst In 

plastle •.• 

The Nlsyrlan woman Is no longer baktng her own bread, 4nd about twenty 

years ago , as you may assume from flg. 1, she has stopped to glve birth to 

her baby at horne . For th4t purpose she now moves over to a e11nle in Cos. 

And the fashion cloth, 15 lt still there? Yes It Is! It Is kept In a 

chest, qulte order1y laln aslde, preserved for some unknown day In the 

future. [t's all still there, only postponed In destiny for apocalyptfc 

times, but 1ndeed, that is collectlve subconsclous. Traditlonal Hlsyrlan 

culture ts not at a11 dylng out. It can stll1 be found wrltten down In 

nine vo1umes by same buneh of wlse men who still remember: the "Isy-

rhk •. 2) 
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Such 1s the pattern of llv1ng and ideation, not ｦ ｾ ｳｴｬｙ＠ surprlslng. not 

turning one on. neither achallenge to supreme happyness . nor a provoca-

tlon to an old-fash10ned outburst aga1nst the dec4Y of traditiona1 cu1-

ture. Slnce In every decay there Is a beg1nnlng to lire. and the new 

would not come upon lf the old wouldn't die. 

So let us lnqulre Into same of the patterns whlch determ1ne the soela1 

status quo of a sma11 Is1and-community such as the Nlk1ates In Nisyros. 

What ls lt that keeps 1ffe 901n9 here? Is lt 'hard economlca1 facts' or 

'polltlcal change I ? Shure It Is on the surface. but on the basis there 

Is a col1ectfve dream. tt Is the dream of suecess In another country. a 

soc1a1 lmpllcatlon of revelatton, of postponed destlny. Thefr fsland was 

much tao sma11, four miles in dfameter, and so It couldn't provlde them 

all w1th enough resources, they say. So same, they say. had to renounce 

and to leave what they loved. They went into the other eountry where they 

created another dream. the dream of lost fortune and enthusiastfc remem-

brance. Someday. they say. they ' l1 come back home, but they don't. The 

connexfon i5 broken. 

But eventually they form a rel1gfous soclety and bul1d up a school tn one 

of the four vl11ages still alive. In the name of agios theologos, to 

follow thefr Inner volce. thefr dream of postponed destlny. 

5. Statl5tlcs and Postponed Destiny 

Imagfne a village 11ke Klkia bullt up on the brInk of a crater wlth about 

200 houses. You can smell sulphur rislng up from a smal1 crater-lake, and 

eventual1y be remlnded of John of Patmos and the Apocalyptfsts ' lake of 

ffre burnfng wlth brtmstone In wh1ch the souls of thelr enemfes would suf-

fer a lot. Even the landscape fits Into the prevallfng world of Ideas and 

releglou5 belief. 

If In thts 11ttle vfllage you had counted say a hundred peop1e In the be-

gl""'ng of the last century, then, glven the mean vertillty of greec 

women , after eight generations the population mfght weIl fncrease by a 
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faetar of about 5000. Th1s 15 seme rough upper bound 1f all would survive 

to some reasonabel aqe. So the population of today would have to be coun-

ted 1n hundredthousands. 

Well, Hikia 15 much older. and there are hardly a s1xty people up there. 

There are enough of so called object1ve reasons: plenty of terraces to 

grow vegetable, but no water, to keep cattle al1ve. 

Since the earl fest times mobflfty must have been great, the SOC141 battle 

magntftcent, leavfng o"ly the eldest sons 1n the1r flauses . The knowledge 

that some day one has to go and the urge to go, to es cape that smal1 br1m-

stone-communfty must have deep col1ect1ve raats . One wouldn ' t wander, 1f 

by the time 1t 1s become part of the dream. 

8y the end of the e1ghteenth century the trafftc system was w1de1y deve-

loped all over the wor1d and Nikla had a population statlstlcs. Of those 

who were born between 1890 and 1899 _excact1y one third elm11grated fnto the 

USA . Today there are 800 allve people regfstered and about ten pereent 

less wlth resldenee In Nlkfa . But on a fine day fn spring-time you'TT 

count hardly sfxty, a 1fttTe more. 1 ndeed , In sunrner. So what has hap-

pened? Those people represent the inhabltants of Ntkla. have they all 

forgotten to say where they are· and when they'll eorne back? In a way. 

they have, and there are many reasons to that. 

FlrstTy, as probably in an.v perlphery region. there Is a large dfserepaney 

between what peop1e say and what the admlnfstratfon says. Private infor-

mation and publte In.formatlon do not eofneide. Shure, those sfxty remal-

nlng fnhabttants know very we1l where the others are. And the secretary 

of the major who does the book-keeplng, he also knows. But the book 

doesn't know. As any instrument of administration lt can hardly keep 

track of the facts and thus contalns a certafn proportion of mystlfl -

catlon. After all, admInistration 15 a resu1t of the collectfve subcons-

clous. 

So wh at Is concealed by the administrative subconscious wh'Te . you are 

looklng at those 1arge numbers? It Is the col1ectfve dream we spoke oft 

the accumulatlon of individual 10nglngs. About seven hund red peopTe who 
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lang for thelr horne vfllage and who are convfnced1of the1r future return, 

they do as ff they were all still here and let their names be kept In that 

book. And the secretary of the major glves hfs contrfbutfon. He eager1y 

keeps track of the sons and daughters of all the faml1fes he got 1n his 

book. Hay be among them there mtght be someone who coul d be an tnhabftant 

of Nfkla. So the second reason 15 a tendency to mystffy residence, and 

thfs. as we saw. has a mfcro- socfoTogica1 structure. There 15, flna11y, 

an lncreasfng probabf1fty that parents attrfbute Nlkla-resldenceshfp to 

thelr new-born. They are the he1rs of thelr decayfng houses, anyway. So 

old Nfkfa 1s the 1nherHance of the 10nglng man. man not woman. as we 

shal1 see . And the 10ng1n9 goes on . Nfkia 1s the lnherltance of 10ng1ng, 

and it 1s the 10nglng of the hefrs. But the decl1ne can no longer be 

mystlfled , not even by bookkeepfng. The number of new-born wlth1n ten 

years 1s fastly decreasing (table 1). 

TabTe 1: Population of Nlk1a by sex and date of blrth·) 

sex 

male female total 

b1rth-date 

1880 - 89 51 45 96 

90 - 99 43 36 79 

1900 - 09 50 57 107 

10 - 19 68 61 129 

20 - 29 52 57 109 

30 - 39 53 63 116 

40 49 71 88 159 

50 - 59 64 48 112 

60 - 69 35 33 6B 

70 - 79 8 10 18 

(BQ - 82) 3 4 

498 499 997 

*) by 1982 of these 997 registered Nfkiates 186 have died. 
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r1gure 1: 
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.. , 0 ... rroporUon of Nlkiate. born in Nikia 

pro9Qrtlon o f feMale off.prinq 

(Note t.he sUght. eorrelation - :1;""0,52 - f o r the 8IOst part 

of the UM-se r!e s, 1.e . 1880-19501 

Unttl the end of the 1950s there were always about one hundred new- born 

per decennium, but In the 60s lt were hardly seventy and In the 70s only 

elghteen, and the trend seems to contlnue. The tlme-series of the propor-

tion of new-born In Nlkla resembles the decllne of a dylng-out populatIon 

(flgure 1). But may be the motton reverses, who knows ? 

6. Migration and Stratlflcatton 

Postponed destiny 15 no longer bound to the USA . The dream of suece5S can 

be fulfilled e15ewhere, in Athens for tnstanee . The 'have-been- flfty-

years-l n-Amer1ea-man' really belongs to an old story. Emigration has 

reaehed lts one and on1y e1tmax sometlme withtn the deeennium between 1920 

and 1930 (aeeordlngly we observe a maximum of 1/3 of US-res ldenees among 

those born between 1880 and 1889). lt was then when over 500000 Greeks 

were foreed to leave Constantlnople and the other greek ei tles af Asta Ml-
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nor. The core of that stream of migration was formed by the 'Rembetes' 
• who se we11 known must c I1nked them to thefr language and cuTture. But 

s1 nce that time the "umber of 'Ntkfates' restdtng in the USA has been 

monotonously decreasfng. There 15 naw a trend to go to Athens. 

What 15 the essence of the iAmerlca-man' after al l? Was he by ruTe a man 

of htgher status than any ordfnary Hfkfatos, was he? He who stepped out 

to becorne an off1e1a1, a dentist, a h1ghschool - teacher? Let' s look at 

the pattern (tabTe 2) . Wh at can ft tell us at a first glance ? 

Table 2: Residence and soc1al class of Nfkfates 

SodaT (lass 

Residence 

H1k1. 

Greece 

USA 

lower H1ddle-

Class Class 

95 

26,3% 

5 

5,2% 

17 

13,5% 

117 

20% 

36 

10% 

20 

20,6% 

8 

6,4% 

64 

11% 

*) unknown eases excl uded 

Upper 

Class 

19 

5, 3% 

17 

17,5% 

56 

44,4% 

92 

15,8% 

He l p1ng 

raml1y Total 

members number 

211 

58,4% 

55 

56, 7% 

45 

35,7% 

311 

53,2% 

361 

100% 

97 

100% 

126 

100% 

5M 

100% 

Obv lously there 15 a remarkable correlatlon between resi dence and soc la1 

cl ass. For a Nlklatos tt ts much more probable t o belong to the lower 

class than it 15 for the 'Ameriea-man'. 
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Wlth a greek residence one seems to be closer to the amertcan fafth a5 

wellt just that one l1kely ends up w1th one of the m1ddle-class profes-

sions. 

This ls the average result when the temporal structure 1s neglected . But 

g01ng tnto details one may be led to suppose flner coherences (table 3). 

fable 3: ｔｬｾ＠ and soc1a1 class of N1kiates*) 

Sodal Class 

Lower Mlddle Upper Famfly Total 

Class Class Class members "umber 

Blrth-date 

-----------------------------------------------------------

1880 - 89 36% 7% 9% 48% 55 

90 - 99 19% 8% 31% 42% 64 

1900 - 09 28% 8% 14% 50% 94 

10 - 19 17% 17% 20% 46% 114 

20 -29 20% 11% 17% 52% 101 

30 - 39 19% 13% 10% 58% 90 

40 49 (10%) (13%) (3%) 74% 39 

50 59 (0%) ( 11%) (11%) (78%) 28 

60 - 69 (0%) (8%) (0%) (92%) 12 

70 - 79 (0%) (0%) (0%) (100%) 1 

*) unknown cases excluded 

() ••. fluttuatlens 

Those born between 1890 and 99 must have migrated somet1me between 1910 

and 1930. They cantribute most to the 31%-share ef the upper class. 

Those are the pfoneers. But for those born 1n the next decennium things 

were much dffferent. They contrtbute less to the upper class and corres-

pondingly more to the lower class. Though many of them emigrated. they 
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dldn't galn thelr hlgh status wlth equally hlgh Piebablllty. They met 

w1th the economlc crists 1n the 30s and thefr chance to take 1n same posi-

tion cf h1gh status or else to becorne appofnted as whfte-col1ar workers 

was much smaller. Only the pfoneers had a consfderable chance to make 

themselves self-employed. They founded those restaurants named after a 

"golden pheasant" or sheltered 1n same "crystal palace" t they organfzed 

travels through the Aegäen or opened up greec shops. They sometfmes ran a 

f1111n9 station or even assfsted same chafr at the Unfversfty. Ouring the 

econamic crisis that had become next ta impossible. But the chance rose 

up ance more during and after the secand world-war. By the time, however, 

the supply of high-level positions within the american calony became 

saturated. In a clased sub-culture not everyone can be a self-employed or 

whlte-collar worker. 

That would have become possible only . lf the greec sub-system would have 

been apened and lfnked to'the american host. butt indeed. that 15 only a 

system-theoretlcal assumptfon. So little Greece had to reflect at least 

to same extent the soc1a1 structure of the whole: Greece at large or else 

USA at large or as ft were a compromlse between those two: lfttle american 

Greece. Anyway, even today little Greece forms an orthodox whole in ft-

self 50 that the greek man can still be to some extended a king in his own 

small empire. Such 1s the dest1ny prov1ded by revelation. Each of us who 

comes in form the pit and sfts down wfth a bang wants to be a kfng, at 

least a lfttle one, and we need peaple to rule. Oependency 1s not Quite 

the aim of an 1ndiv1dual who regards hirnself a ruler. 

As a consequence the mass of greek immigrants did not become just a single 

class in amerfcan soc1ety, but they formed a structured class-scc lety 

themselves. That 1s clear ly reflected 1n the correspondence between pro-

fessions and economlc sectors. Among them you will find the owners of a 

small fl ower-shop just as well as a man running a chemical factory er even 

a Unfvers f ty professor. But on the who le mos t of them will be ki ngs 

rather than peasants or manufactures. Shure, no Nlklatos will be a 

peasant - a peasant doesn't change the 5011 - nelther in Greece nor in tne 

States, and only a few will be emplyed in manufacture or manufacturfng 1n-

dustry. But the fast majorlty, 74 out of 126, 1s employed 1n cammerce and 

trade. service and fnfrastructure (table 4). 
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Table 4: Resldence end ･｣ｯｾｬ｣＠ division of "'kiltes 

Economic divis10n 

Residence agrlculture manufacturlng trade service 

lndustry 

--------------------------------------------------------------
Hlkl. 65 44 11 17 

18% 12,2% 3% 4,7% 

Greece 0 11 5 10 

0% 11,3% 5,2% 10,3% 

USA 0 7 2 69 

0% Ｕ ｴ Ｖｾ＠ 1,6% 54,7% 

65 62 18 96 

11,1% 10,6% 3,1% 16,4% 

Residence 1nfrastructure c1reulatlon Helplng Total number 

Famfly-Hembers 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Hlkl. 

Greece 

USA 

13 

3,6% 

12 

12,4% 

3 

2,4% 

28 

4,8% 

*) unknown cases excluded 

100 

0 

0% 

4 

4,1% 

0 

0% 

4 

ｏｴＷｾ＠

211 

58,5% 

55 

56,7% 

45 

35,7% 

311 

53,3% 

361 

100% 

97 

100% 

126 

100% 

584 

100% 

There 1s"0 banker among them, however . They remal n smal1 k1ngs, 1ndeed. 

But seen from the standpoint of N1kiates, they moved h1gher, there is "0 

daubt. They form a soc1a1 collectfvity w1th a thin 10wer- c1ass stratum 

lackfng a1most entirely the manufactur1ng industry. 

7. Loss of Roots 

Migration. accept It or not, Is no 'rational action'. but it Is the answer 

to a subconsc1ous s1gnal, and the s1gnal is in the loss of one's roots, 

lack of power, annihilation of fntfmacy: hfghly irrational . Migration 15 

the decay of agrlculture all over the so called 1ndustrfal world, 1s the 

lass of mother earth, food and sun-energy. 

Once we leave the holy land, as we use to call 1t, we swftch off the 

sources entlrely. Once we go out of it, we are out, completely. Or? 

Are we not? Are we carrying on ? 

longing remafns, as the image of nature Is repressed lnto our dreams. And 

for eaeh hundred heetar5 eare three machfnes. Sooner or Tater we shal1 

comprehend the decay of the eolleetive spirit, tha fading away of the cos-

mic serpent, the death of our responslve centres, as D.H.lawrence ha5 put 

it, or the Kunda11nf ｣ｯｦｬｾ､＠ up in glue t as R.D.laing has sald, the 

breaking away of the m1nd from eosmos, all these th1ngs resemble one end 

the same b10energetical, psychologieal, 50ci010g1eal, eeonomical and poli-

tleal fact. Soc1al change is no rational action. It 15 the nlghtmare of 

5tupifled fragments of historieal consclousness addressed and in1tiated by 

a polltlcs of vfolenee. It'ls the projeetion of a fragmented bi oenergeti -

cal structure on to the ffeld of the conseious. So, becomlng aware of 

that, what does the conscious say? It still says what lt safd 2000 years 

aga. You can pick lt up In Plato' s "Pheadrus·. The soul of the peasant 

Is the second lowest possible lncarnation after the tyrant. Once ft Is 

sald so. the pattern ls set: Beware of peasants, and beware of becomlng 

one. Each of us may regard that as a legitfmate motivation any time, how-

ever mystlfled the rel1gfous orlg1n of that statement may be. 
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Culture, at any t1me, 1s regarded to be a promotor of progress. Mlnd 1s 

ranked hlgher than body, productlon counts much more than reproduct1on , 

the work of man 1s more fmportant than the work of the housewlfe, a farmer 

is no professor. Wh at 1ndeed ! 

And how are those values incarnat1ng 1n a small vlllage l1ke Nik1a? Of 

52 farmers 51 are born be fore 1930, 41 be fore 1910 and 36 before 1910. 

Many of them are dead now. Of 11 herdsmen 9 are born be fore 1930 and 7 

before 1910. So most of them are elder than 52 years now. Actually 

know of two herdsmen I1vlng tn N1kia both over 70. It's really a de-

c11"ing profession. Truth seems to have been v1ctortous, and apparantly 

it has little to do with fe ta or goatsmt1k (most of the feta is imported 

from Oenmark I anyway). 

8. Sex and Restdence 

If truth has no substantfal realfty, does 1t root then may be even deeper 

1n ｾｴｨｯｬｯｧｩ｣｡ｬ＠ greunds? We sa1d before that tmportant facts are not a1-

ways economfcal ones. 

There 1s th1s apparent correlatfon between the tfmeserfes ef sex-propor-

tions and the fractlon of people born in Hfkta. Wh at does 1t mean? At 

first glance 1t seems that Nfkla 1s a place where preferable girls are 

born, at least at certain t1me perfods. And the name of Htsyros has a1-

ways been ladden wlth a female symbol1sm: Nfsyros the "ro'und oneu and the 

lI(1g" under turkfsh occupat10n, and dorfcally "porphyr all the island of co-

loured earth. So take 1t as a joke or not, but there 1s some sort of 

truth in that symbol1sm. By fortune 1 came upon a table on fntergenera-

tional mobfllty whlch looks as follows. 

Of all the people born between 1890 and 99 11vfng in the USA there are 

nlneteen who appear as chfldren of Nfktates, most of them are born 1n 

N1kfa. There is a sfgniffcant correlatlon between sex and residence. 

Wh1le the mother fs 11v1ng 1n Hlkia. the father's resdence fs usual'y un-

known but probably 1n the USA. We count ffveteen fathers and mothers. and 

eleven mothers stay in Nik1a. four have unknown residence. but only three 
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fathers lfve 1n H1k1a. twelve have unknown resfdente. Those ar e the plo-

neers. Unknown 1s thefr res1dence as god's p1ace 1n the heavens. Thefr 

wffes the good ones resemble a conservfng power, care for the 1s1and and 

g1ven b1rth to thelr ehfldren at horne. And there 1s a hint to an 1na-

qual1ty st1ll more surprfsfng. looking at those fn the offsprlng who 

appear as parents themselves: altogether they bore seventeen ch1ldren, 

eleven of whome are girls. Is 1t fortune or fa1th? The table 1s much 

ｴｯｾ＠ sma1l to discover slgnfflcant correlatlons. So what fs the outcome 

when we look not only at those born between 1890 and 99, but at all those 

who reslde 1n the Unlted 5tates ? 

Table 5: Intergenerational .abllfty - plaee of b1rth and residenee in 

three generations of Mik1ates (offsprfng- cobort: USA-residence) 

Sum 

place of b1rth plaee of res1dence 

else- un- e1 se- un-

Hlkl. USA where known Hlkl. USA where known 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
offsprfng- male 58 0 4 0 62 0 62 0 0 

co hort 

(USA-resld) female 42 0 2 0 44 0 44 0 0 

thefr male 82 9 12 3 106 41 19 45 

parents 

female105 0 0 106 66 13 3 24 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
parents orf- male 24 0 1 6 31 0 25 0 6 

g1nat.from 

offsprfng-co.female 23 0 0 8 31 11 12 0 8 

the1r male 9 0 0 10 7 2 0 

chf ldren 

female 29 0 0 0 29 19 8 
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Franz Vranftzky 

ÖSTERREICHS MULTILATERALE FINANZHILFE AM BEISPIEL DER 
INTER-AMERIKAHISCHEN EHTWICKLUHGSBANK 

Wien war Ende März 1985 Schaupl atz der Jahrestagung des Gouverneursrates 

der Inter-Amerikanischen Entwtcklungsbank (lOB). Es war dies erst das 
zweite Mal seit der Gründung dieser multilateralen Ffnanz1nst1tutfon vor 

26 Jahren, daß die Jahrestagung au6erhalb Amerikas abgehalten wurde. Dfe 

Tatsache. daß damit Österreich 1n der Person des Ftnanzmfnfsters für das 

nächste Jahr den Vorsitzenden des Gouverneursrates stellen w1rd 9 unter­
streicht die aktive Rolle 9 die Österreich 1n den multilateralen Finanz­

institutionen spielt. Die heimischen Medien haben d1ese Rolle - wie auch 
die Konferenz selbst - nur sehr am Rande erwähnt, was Rückschlüsse auf den 

Stand der Entwicklungshilfediskuss10n 1n Österreich zuläßt. Dabei wäre 
gerade 1n leiten der ständig steigenden weltweiten Interdependenz ein 

starkes Interesse für internationale Fragen von Po11tik und Wirtschaft 
wünschenswert. 

Die Inter-Amerikan1sche Entw1cklungsbank wurde 1m Jahre 1959 gegründet. 
Sie hat die Aufgabe, die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung ihrer zu den Ent­

wicklungsländern zählenden Mitglieder durch Gewährung von Krediten und 
leistung Technischer Hi lfe zu fördern. Der Bank gehören derzeit 27 

Staaten aus der Region und 16 ni cht-regionale länder, also insgesamt 43 

Staaten als Mitglieder an. Oberstes Gremium der lOB ist der Gouverneurs­

rat (Board of Governors), dem die wichtigsten Beschlüsse über die Bank 
vorbehalten sind und in dem jedes der Mftgliedsländer vertreten 1st. Die 

Geschäftspolitik der Bank sowie die Vergabe von Darlehen für Entwicklungs­
projekte werden in Kooperation mit der Geschäftsleitung der Bank von einem 

Exekut1vdirektorfum beschlossen. 

sogenannten St1mmrechtsgruppe, 

glfedsländern der Bank 9 bestimmt. 

Jeder Exekut1vdirektor ·wird von einer 
bestehend aus einem oder mehreren Mit-

Er vertritt für die Dauer seiner Funk-
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