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Some have argued that democracy is somehow unsuited for Asia and that our 
emphasis on human rights is a mask forWestern cultural imperialism. They could 
not be more wrang. The yearnings lor more freedom are not a Western export; 
they are a human instinct' 

Western arrogance is breeding many Lee Kuan Yews in Southeast Asia.2 

1. Introduction 

During the post second world war period, conventional wisdom among elites in 
developing countries argued that economic development and dernocracy were 
essentially competing concems. Economic growth, order and political stability 
were viewed as natural pre-requisites to any lonns 01 open, democratic deve­
lopment which might increase the political space in these societies. Consequent­
Iy, for many underdeveloped nations, economic and social rights were generally 
prioritized over political and individual rights. Moreover, elites in these regions 
argued that the latter could hinder the process of economic progress if they were 
placed first. In this light various rights, Ireedoms and civil liberties rights could 
be "traded off'. Democratic pracesses, human rights and political freedoms could 
and were suspended in response 10 more pressing needs invariably encouched 
in material terms. 

With the end of the Cold War and Ihe apparent waves of democratization 
that swept across Eastern Europe and many of the ex-{:ommunist states, this 
thinking was rendered redundant in academic discussions on underdeve­
lopment. However, the debate between democracy and development in the 
developing world has been revived as an important and crucial aspect of Ihe 
post cold war discourse 01 authoritarian regimes in East Asia in the 1990's. This 
article will look at several aspects of the discourse; a conversation that is the 
most assertive set 01 cultural claims Irom the developing world to emerge in the 
postcolonial period. It represents a debate aiming al preserving Ihe power 
slructure and avoiding rapid political change thai may accompany massive 

1 U.S. Secretary of Siale, Christopher Warren made these remarks al the opening of the 
ASEAN post-ministerial conference. This was quoted in the Straits Times (Singapore) 
(27f7193). 

2 This was a senior Indonesian diplomat, cited in Vatikiotis, Michael A. J. : Political Change 
in Southeast Asia : Trimming the Banyan Tree. Rautledge, landan 1996, p. 109. 
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economic growth, such as the development of an independent civil society. In 
this light the article will analyze the different perspectives, emanating from this 
dynamic region of the global economy, including Southeast Asian elites views 
and justifications for development before democracy, and their general views on 
the process of development. It will then examine the context of the changes 
taking place at their own societallevel, most notably the societal problems being 
created by the rapid . modemization of their societies. Finally I will look at 
dissenting voices and non-state actors from the region which illustrate a different 
version of the discourse of development. 

2. Defending Authoritarianism 

Southeast Asian elites argue their economic success is predicated on a different 
set of values and concerns to those of Western countries.3 These values are 
often viewed as broadly illiberal and undemocratic ones and call into question 
whether development ultimately leads to politicalliberalisation and a more open 
civil society. One version of the elite argument emanating from the region is that 
attempts to promote an illiberal version of democracy are underscored by a 
dramatic shift in economic power in global tenms. In 1960, Japan and East Asia 
accounted for nearly 4% of the global GNP. Over 30 years later they control at 
least 25% of that GNP and over half of the World's economic growth has and 
will take place in Asia in the 1990'5.4 Asian elites in general and Southeast Asian 
rulers in particular demonstrate a new political as a result and have bolstered it 
with the assertion of Asian values and illiberal democracy as a political counter­
part to justity and explain their material success. One Western academic noted 
that "the better their economic performance, the more assertive Asian leaders 
become in dealing with the West".' In a criticism of a Southeast-Asian country, 
(regarded as underdeveloped by the standards of the "miracle economies"), 
perceived as most conforming to the model of Anglo-American democracy, the 
Philippines, Lee Kuan Yew the most senior spokesman for Asian values and 
illiberal advocate: 

I do not believe that democracy necessari/y leads to development. I believe 
that what a country needs to develop is discipline more than democracy. 

3 "Asian" vatues have been promoted strongly by oHicials and elites representing different 
regimes in Southeast Asia. Examples can be tound in Mahbubani, K.: "The Dangers of 
Decadence - What the Rest can teach the Wesr. ln: Fareign Affairs, val. 72, no. 4 (1992); 
Kausikan, S.: "Asia's Different Standard", In: Fareig" Poliey, no. 92 (Fall 1993); and Kuan 
Yew, Lee: "Culture j~ Destlny". In: Fareign Affairs, val. 73, no. 2 (1994), among many 
others. A good selectlon of these arguments can be found in the article by Dupont, A1an: 
"15 There An 'Asian Way'?- . In: Survival, vol. 38, no. 2 (1996), p. 113. 

4 Mahbubani, Kishore: "The Pacific Way". ln: Fareign Affairs , val. 74, no. 1 (1995), pp. 100-
101 . 

S Van Putten. Claire: "East Asian Governments: Governing the Market, Governing the 
Media?". In: Gazette 53. no. 12 (1994), p. 1. 
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Democracy leads to undisciplined and disorderly conditions which are inimi­

cal to development.6 

Mahathir Mohamad, Malaysia's Prime Minister has also been a strong critic 01 
what he sees as a Western, neo-imperialist agenda. He has argued that liberal 
democracy has been responsible lor moral decay, homosexuality and the 
erosion 01 traditional lamily structures amongst other "evils" in the West. He 
argues: "Let us not be slaves to democracy. If by practising certain aspects 01 
democracy we run the risk 01 causing chaos in our party and country, we have 
to choose our party and country above democracy."7 Often these arguments are 
seen as efforts 10 prop up authoritarian govemments whose popular support 
seems to be declining' 

In defence 01 authoritarian development programmes, elites in the region 
usually make the case for the superiority of economic/social rights over civil/po­
litical rights by juxtaposing immediate survival needs with civilliberties. Wh ich, 
for example, they ask, is more important to the ordinary citizen of a developing 
nation: Ireedom Irom starvation, or the right 01 Iree speech? This question 
argument could be justifiably rephrased, losing much 01 its effect, as folIows: 
"Which would developing peoples rather have? A commitment from their govern­
ments to sacrifice civil liberties in the hope 01 increasing the availability 01 lood, 
or a guarantee that they will not be tortured or extra-Iegally imprisoned by the 
state?" Built into this posilion are the assumptions that economic/social rights 
are more important than political rights and that the latter may actually hinder 
development. The example of South Korea under the regime 01 Park Chung Hee 
accepted these assumptions. While under investigation by the U.S. House of 
Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs lor mistreatment of political 
dissidents, the Seoul government stated, 

[T]he Korean people have been remarkably successful in ... industriafization 
and economic development. Butthis much of [sie] success ... would not have 
been possible without political stabi/ity and confidence in the political lea­
dership . ... [The government] has to be bold enough to make difficult de­
mands upon the people and to undertake programs which cannot always be 
popular with the people. Painful sacrifices are olten called for.

9 

Similarly, the current Chinese govemment argues that civilliberties must yield 
to socio-economic imperatives, upon which (they argue) society's very survival 
is based, and without which political privileg es would lose meaning and signifi­
cance. Therelore Deng Xiaoping could write, "11 we only hanker after lonmal 
democracy [Le., a full range 01 civilliberties], the result will be that democracy 

6 "Discipline vs. Democracy".ln: Far Eastem Economic Review, 10/12/1992, p. 29. 
7 ~Mahathjr Cautions Against Belng Slaves of Democracy" : In Business Times (Singapore), 

31/5/1993. . .. . . 
8 Christie, Kenneth; "Regime Security and Human Rights in Southeast ASla . In: Polltlcal 

Studies. vol. 43 (1995), pp. 204-218. .. .' 
9 See U.S. Hause of Representatives, Committee on Forelgn Affalrs: Human Rights In South 

Korea: Implications for US Policy. U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 1974, 
p. 4. 
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cannot be realized, and neither can the eeonomy achieve development; only a 
situation of national chaos will emerge." Deng moreover provided a concrete 
illustration of the eonsequences 01 implementing one possible aspeet of '~ormal 
democracy", the freedom of assembly: "If there is this demonstration today, that 
one tomorrow, il for 365 days there are demonstrations every day, then economic 
eonstruction will be out of the question."" 

Moreover the eultural context is stressed by academics and leaders to 
reinforce the point that they are different and therefore subject to different 
standards: in East ASia, saving face appears more important than workers 
dignity: 

A labour strike may be considered an exercise of a union's right of col/ective 
bargaining in the Westem adversarial tradition. But of/en, especial/y during 
a sanitation or transit strike, it may victimize many members of the public. 
The principle of human rights as wholeness is, in the East Asian consensual 
tradition considered to have been viola ted. This is why labour strikes are not 
popular with the public, even in Japan ... [there isj public aversion to labour 
strikes as an extreme form of selfishness (because they abridge the rights 
of a larger number of third par/ies).' , 

This theoretieal debate (like many others) elearly reflects contemporary historical 
developments. With the relative decline of once-overwhelming American eco­
nomie and military strength and the impressive recent growth posted by Japan, 
China and the East Asian Newly-Industrializing Countries, many Asians have 
eoncluded that the West is in deeline and their own region will be the next centre 
of global power. Receding hegemony and growing domestic problems have 
discredited Ameriea's politieal philosophy as weil. The argument for community 
over individual rights would doubtless lose much of its following in the region if 
GNPs in the West were growing laster than those in East Asia. 

3, Southeast Asian views on Development 

Most Southeast Asian states are or have recently been authoritarian rather than 
democratic, and developing rather than developed. Many regional theorists and 
politicians therefore argue that their countries should focus on eeonomic pro­
gress first, with the expectation that some degree of politieal liberalization will 
follow in a future timeframe. 

These societies have gene rally lormulated two major views when it comes 
to development. Firstly, development is a eollective activity and is primarily 
supplied by state agencies and other groups (usually eontrolled by government) 
in society. Despite the "rhetorie" 01 Iree trade and the free mariket so olten 

10 See Dang Xiaoping: "On Upholding the Four cardinal Principles and Combatting Bourgeois 
Liberalization'. ln: Beijing Review, July 17-23 (1989), pp. 18-19. 

11 See Hsiung, James C.: Human Rights in East Asia: A Cultural Perspective. Paragon 
House, New York 1985, p. 23. 
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advanced by the political regimes here, the East Asian "miraele"has prima.rily 
been the produet of highly intervention ist states. Such poil eies Include. uSlng 
subsidies to support what might be otherwise uneeonomie exports, centrallzatlon 
in economic planning, foreign exchange and linancial controls and a growlng 
publie sector. . . 

Secondly, they view development as an eeonomle. and soelal pro~~ss 
perhaps requiring in the short term the infraetion 01 classlcal CIV~' and polltlcal 
rights. In terms of the general population, ehoiee, for instanee, mlght n?t be so 
important in employment as in the state directing labour towards eert,aln deve­
lopment projeets. The formation 01 trade unions to proteet workers nghts IS 
clearly less important than development goals; until recently Taiwan and South 
Korea maintained a policy of eompany unions and in Singapore trade unions are 
generally synonymous with the ruling political party: There IS. no guarantee that 
onee economic goals have been reached that civil and polltlcal nghts Will be 
extended to citizens. No social contract exists between such paternallstlc 
governments and their subjects. In the East A~ian persp~ctive the fulfllment of 
collective rights requires the postponement of Individual nghts.. . .. 

Another important line 01 argument typically used In defendlng thelt position 
is that Western individualistic tendencies which push for democratlzatlon are 
inconsistent (and perihaps even inimical to) with the dri.v? for e

7
0nomlc deve­

lopment wh ich is alter all their primary goal. 12 Agal~ Impllclt here IS the assump­
tion 01 a trade-off between basic needs and luxunes, wlth democracy and clvil 
liberties (in the Western sense) falling into the latter category.13 This view evokes 
psychologist Abraham Maslow's famous hierarchy of needs, but wnt large. As 
Maslow's individual being seeks the satislaction 01 primary needs such as food 
and shelter belore progressing to more aesthetic concerns IIke soclal .acceptan­
ce and emotional lullilment, so developing societies must ensure thelt people's 
survival belore attempting to guarantee a broad range. of ~ivil Uberti~s . A7cordl~g 
to Maslow's formulation, an individual who spent all his time '~dulg,ng his desIte 
to write poetry might starve to death. Many Asian theorists expllcltly acknowledge 
the tradeoff assumption by arguing that Western-style clvlilibertl.es Impedes the 
progress of developing societies, creating chaos, rup.tur~ and disharmony. 

The preceding views leads us into the controverslallssue of v:hether or not 
authoritarian government is necessary for successlul economlG and sOGlai 
development in developing societies. Those who argue th,s POSlt that natlon­
building requires discipline, austerity, and obedlence to measures that may be 
unpopular in the short run but will yield great dlvldends In the future. In Southeast 

12 In 1992, Lee Kuan Yew, the Senior Minister of Singapore ,stated in a lecture in the 
Phllippines that he did not believe that "democracy necessanly leads to development. I 
believe that what a country neads 10 develop is di~cip1ine more than d~mocra?y'. ~he 
exuberance of democracy leads 10 indiscipline and dlsorderly conduct whlch are Inlm/Cal 
10 development." See Ihe Economisl, 271811994, p. 15. . 

13 See Donnelly, J.: "Human rights and development: complement~ry er cempe:tlng con· 
cerns". In: Shepherd, G. W. Jr., V. P. Nanda (eds.): Human Righls and Thlrd World 
Development. Greenwood Press, Westport 1985. 
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Asia, "Asian values" have been invented as the ideological and philosophical 
underpinnings of the economic miracle in many countries. In times of crisis, 
effectively anational emergency, governments cannot ensure the successful 
prosecution of their policies without limiting civil liberties such as the freedoms 
of speech and of the press, the right of accused criminals to a fair trial, freedom 
from physical abuse by the police, and so on. As a society becomes wealthier, 
more orderly and more educated, civil and political privileges will naturally 
increase. But if the basic goals of development are not achieved, all subsequent 
aspirations, including political and democratic rights, will fail to materialise. It is 
therefore unfair for the West whose democratic sensibilities developed within a 
particular political and historical context to demand that poor, politically unstable 
underdeveloped countries immediately guarantee as broad a range of individual 
freedoms as exists in the industrialised world. I argue that the problem with such 
arguments is the uncertainty of when a society becomes developed enough to 
embrace human rights and political liberties; at what point on the historical-de­
velopment continuum does the process of acquiring the material conditions 
reach a saturation point, so that society can proceed to a new level of political 
development. 

In contrast to sequential approaches to democracy and development, others 
argue for concurrency. Democratic processes, including respects for civil liber­
ties and political freedoms, do not in this view threaten economic and social 
development, and therefore can and should be implemented immediately even 
by developing countries. Such !heorists, usually sympathetic to human rights 
arguments question the logic that civil liberties undennine nation-building. 
Allowing fair, constructive political debate of major policy issues, protecting 
citizens from torture by state authorities and from imprisonment without a fair 
trial, and permitting freedom of worship etc are not incompatible with economic 
development. In this light, Western-style human rights are seen as a benefit, 
even a necessity, for the poor, not a luxury of the rich. As empirical support for 
this argument, one could point out many cases in wh ich restrictions on civil 
liberties coincided with economic stagnation rather than economic progress _ 
the Philippines under Ferdinand Marcos, India during Indira Gandhi's "emergen­
cy, " and the Soviet Union and Eastem Europe under communist rule. Indeed 
the Philippines under President Ramos has recently argued strongly against 
prospects of developmental authoritarianism for their context in response to 
Singaporean elite's criticism of their policies. 

In many cases the language of development, human rights and democracy 
and their implications have become inseparable for Southeast Asian leaders, 
but this has been primarily achieved in the area of propaganda. Such an 
argument implies elitism in the sense that the elites are seen as doing the masses 
a favour by granting them democracy; the notion that "good government" and 
discipline are more important than the right of individual's to participate within 
their society's politics is clearly a prominent campaign for a "subject" political 
culture. The senior Minister of Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew has argued that 
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Western style democracy has no place in Singapore because the "checks and 
balances interlere with goveming in a developing country where executive action 
must be swift".'4 Similarly Malaysia, also represents one of the countries that is 
vociferous and anti-Western in its attacks on liberal democracy. Its leader, Dr. 
Mohammed Mahathir, regularly condemns Western individualism and democra­
tic norms, claiming that the West is hypocritical and sustains double standards 
on human rights issues. He argued that Malaysians should not "accept Western­
style democracy as it could result in negative effects".15 Again it might appear 
that Southeast Asian elites have difficulty distinguishing the effects of capitalism 
and industrialisation (vis-a-vis the social problems of these countries) from the 
general principles of democracy, with which they olten associate them with. One 
author, a Malaysian writer has pointed out thatthe assumption behind "Mahathirs 
argument is that 'rights' of any sort always means entitlement. Thus he pits his 
development rights against human rights."" 

Mahathir also accuses the West of manipulating human rights agendas to 
foster a dependency relationship with underdeveloped nations to reduce threats 
of competition from the East Asian region. He talks about how the West "create 
friction and instability so that if we are unstable they can compete with us"." The 
industrialized democracies themselves, the argument continues, did not show 
much interest in human rights until alter they became affluent and politically 
stable. Only then did they abolish slavery and exploitative child labour, enfran­
chise more than a small minority of their own citizens, and back away from their 
imperialist endeavours worldwide. It is therefore unfair for the West to demand 
that poor, politically unstable Third World countries immediately guarantee as 
broad a range of individual freedoms as exists in the developed world. 

A broad, economic conception of the process of democratization also bol­
sters East Asian elites demands for economic concessions from the advanced 
economies. The West's domination of international trade and production, many 
Third World scholars argue, leaves hundreds of millions impoverished and 
illiterate, effectively locked out of any hope of relief by a merciless global capitalist 
economy. Developing countries children die because their governments must 
direct resources toward meeting debt payments to the North. According to 
Mahathir, Western efforts to link economic relations with processes of democra­
tization and human rights are really attempts to impose conditionalities and 
protectionism in another fonn. The real agenda for Mahathir is to undermine the 
economic prosperity of the East Asian region." And moreover, the West's control 
of the media threatens to destroy non-Western cultures. Cold War rivalry and 

14 See Simmons, Lewis: "Brave New Singapore: Despite failures EIs8where in Asia, Autho 6 

ritarian Capitalism is Ihriving in Lee Kuan Yew's Tiny Fiefdom". In: Atlantic, vol. 268, No. 1 
(July 1991). 

15 This was reported in "Confucius or Convenience?~ in Ihe Bangkok Post, 2l3I1993, p. 5. 
16 See Bao Tion Kwa, "Righleous talk" in Ihe Far Eastern Economic Review, 17/6/1993. 
17 See "Mahathir siams Western press tor inciting instability in Asia~ in the Business Times 

(Singapore), 4/8/1993, p. 3. 
1 B S'ee The Straits Times, 23f7/1991 . 
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proxy wars supported by the developed countries brought massive death and 
devastation to the South where much of the cold war was actually played out. 
Scholars such as Malaysia's Chandra Muzaffar chide the West for claiming to 
be interested in human rights, but defining them in a way that allows the wealthy 
countnes to evade responsibility for the weightiest problems of underdeveloped 
countnes. He argues that "an issue like the crushing impact of Third World debts", 
he writes, "has not been able to invoke even half as much attention in any 
European country as, say, the question of torture in some African state or 
other".'9 

In response however, one writer argues this is a problematic contextual 
argument: 

The East Asian case is based paradoxically on a claim to recognition of both 
equa/ity and diversity between and among states. Govemments whieh 
demand an equa/ity of sovereign jurisdietion insist also thaI each slate 
exhibits economic, social and cuttural diversities whieh should be acknow­
ledged and respected.20 

There is a certain amount of hypoerisy and double standards therefore built into 
the regions claims. The Philippines is a soft target for soft authoritarian regimes 
hke Slngapore who advocate "development before democracy" because it is 
perceived as the "economic basket case" of the region, despite having the most 
American style constitution and explicit version of liberal democracy in the 
region. Lee Kuan Yew has made several hard hitting criticisms of its aspirations 
and launched thinly-veiled attacks on Western style liberal democracy. 

However, the Philippines has shrugged off critieism by these regimes and is 
pursuing its strategy for a development-friendly democracy with some success. 
The "siek man of Asia" is gaining support by showing that a "buoyant economy 
and a vibrant democracy" can go hand in hand." Its view of democracy has been 
shaped most importantly by two recent historical experiences; one negative, the 
disastrous Marcos dictatorship, and one positive, the democratic People Power 
Revolt of 1986. The trade off logic of authoritarian states is highly questionable 
In the sense that curtailing civilliberties does not necessarily hasten economic 
development, nor does protecting them necessarily stille prosperity, 

4, Modernization and Development 

The correlation between economic growth and political development has been 
reformulated recently. New research has reasserted the ideas of modemization 

19 Muzaff~r, Chandra: Human Rights and the New War/d Order. Just Warld Trust, Penang, 
MalaYSia 1993, pp. 14-15, 20, 29, 

20 See Leifer, Michael: "Tigers, tigers spurning rights". In: The Times Higher Educational 
Supplement, 21/4/1995. 

21 !hj~.qu?te was by Michel Camdessus, the managing directar of the IMF. See San, J.: 
PhrlrpplOes: A Model for development friendty democracy?". In: Interpress news Agency 

1/11 /1994. ' 
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• theory that socio-economic development was and is one of the most important 
factors in democratization. Huntington has argued that with increasing modern· 
ization and prosperity a "zone of choice" emerges in which more democratization 
is required to deal with the new complexity of societal relationships. For example, 
greater plurality in society is iIIustrated by more complex interest groups and a 
greater degree of cosmopolitanism. 22 Furthermore, recent literature has stressed 
the positive correlation between development and democracy when more than 
GNP and GDP figures were taken into account. Prospects for democracy 
increased in other words when there were broad improvements in the quality of 
life for people. Such improvements would include lower infant mortality, increa­
sed adult literacy, and increased life expectancy among others." 

Countries in East Asia (such as Taiwan and South Korea) and Latin America 
were prompted towards democratization by high levels of economic growth in 
the 1980's. And this implies that it is in fact the opposite of Southeast Asian 
claims. Modernization theorists argue that individualism and democracy will not 
undermine economic growth; on the contrary economic growth will undermine 
authoritarianism, stimulate democracy and increase levels of respect for political 
rights and civilliberties'4 Several societies in the region that adopted democratic 
forms and policies oriented to individual human rights such as Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan and more recently the Philippines have in fact experienced as 
high rates of economic growth and development as the South-east Asian states 
wh ich have decried so called Westem individualism, such as Singapore, Malay­
sia and Indonesia. It would be hard to attribute the reluctance of certain Asian 
states to embrace more openness to differences of "culture" and "Asian values" 
given the democratization of other equally Asian societies like Taiwan and South 
Korea. Authoritarian regimes appear on the defensive with the comparative 
referent points around the world. Of the thirtyone countries that experienced 
democratization or became more liberalized between 1974 and 1989, twenty­
seven were in the middle income range. Countries that were previously classified 
as non-democratic, once progressing to middle income status appearto proceed 
through a '1ransition" stage in which press ures for democratization, greater 
pluralism and rights concerns gain more credibility. Once socio-economic deve­
lopment replaces economic development as an indicator, the correlation with 
democracy strongly increases'5 

22 Huntington, Samuel: The Third Wave: Oemocratization in the Laie Twentieth Century. 
Universtty of Oklahoma Press, Landon 1991, p. 37. 

23 Diamond, Larry, Juan J. Unz and Seymour Martin Upset: Democracy in Developing 
Countries. 4 vors. Lyone Reinner. Boulder 1989. 

24 In fact Samuel Huntington (1991) argues that the change 10 democracy is most prominent 
in the middle incorne countries; "in paor countries democratization is unlikely, in rich 
countries it has already occurred. Inbetween there is a polltical transition zone; countries 
in that part/cular economic stratum are most likely ta transit ta democracy and most 
countries that transit to democracy will be in that stratum.~ See Huntington, S. P.: The 
Third Wave. University of Oklahoma Press, London 1991, pp. 60-63. This is based on the 
three classifications of countries into low, middle and high income countries by the World 
Bank. 
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Questions concerning the correlation between democracy and economic 
growth are larfrom being delinitive, but widespread research appears supportive 
01 the view that democracy underpins economic Ireedoms and in turn prornotes 
growth. Empirically, the worlds richest societies, (Western Europe, the USA and 
Japan) are liberal democracies and many 01 the underdeveloped countries are 
not. Moreover, democracy appears more conducive to long term economic 
growth than dictatorship. Security 01 property (important to individuals in the 
middle classes) goes hand in hand with regard lor individual rights. Even 
benevolent dictatorships cannot provide the same security democracy ofters.'" 
The claim emanating Irom East Asia that authoritarian govemment prornotes 
economic growth more efticiently and with greater result is at worst tendentious 
and at best spurious. 

5. Modernization and Societal Disintegration 

According to the World Bank, the twenty-three economies 01 East Asia grew 
more quickly that any other region between 1965 and 1990. Most 01 this 
achievement is rellected in the apparently miraculous growth 01 eight states (and 
the subset 01 Southeast Asia most importantly): Japan; the lour '1igers" (Hong 
Kong, South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore) and three Newly Industrialising 
Economies (NIEs) (Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand)." However, even the 
Southeast Asian region is not homogeneous by any measure. Each nation-state 
here dillers widely in terms 01 economy, society and political system. There are 
tremendous cleavages and diversity in terms 01 religion, ethnicity and culture. 
At least nine types 01 political system are present in the region including an 
unconstitutional military dictatorship (Burma), an absolute monarchy without 
elections or political parties (Brunei), a one party, parliamentary democracy 
(Singapore), an American style Presidential democracy (the Philippines) and two 
communist, one party states (Vietnam and Laos) among others. Moreover the 
economic diversity 01 the region is underscored by comparing the likes of tiny 
Singapore with no natural resources, specializing in services to the most diverse 
country with widescale resources and the lourth most populated country in the 
world (Indonesia). Per capita GDP's also range Irom the very wealthy Singapore 
to the extremely poor Laos. It should be noted that not all states openly espouse 
illiberal democratic norms but the on es that appear to be highly successful are 
more prone to this with Singapore sponsoring the illiberal model more vocilerous­
Iy than most. As we can see, clearly, making the economy work has become the 
main concem of political endeavour in late 20th century East Asia regardless of 

25 See Uniled Nations: Human Development Report. Oxford University press, New York 
1992, pp. 3,12- 24. 

26 See DIson, M.: ~Dictatorship, Democracy and OevelopmentH
• In: American Political 

Selenee Review. September 1993. 
27 The World Bank: The East Asian Miracle: Economic Growth and Public Policy. Oxford 

University Press. Oxford 1993, p. 1. 
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• 
the social costs or consequences; the model 01 the miracle '1igel" economies is 
held up with great lervour by themselves and institutions such as the World bank 
and neo-conservatives. Massive and prolonged economic growth (in double 
digits, sustained over past 2-3 decades), social translormation, rapid industria­
lisation and high savings have helped luel these economies within a Iramework 
01 strict social order and control. 

Despite the great achievements in economic development, there are certain 
negative aspects 01 the speed 01 the change. Again these must be seen in the 
context 01 regimes who are defensive and sensitive to the political costs and 
implications of the rapid translormations. There are costs to the labric 01 society 
and to their development as a whole. 

China, which sees Singapore as a role model lor its future is experiencing 
the same disintegrative eftects 01 modernization. The most serious problems it 
laces were numbered in arecent Asian magazine; these were firstly corruption, 
lollowed by prostitution, gambling, drugs, sellishness, unfilial behaviour and 
public apathy and mistrust.28 These clearly do not lit in with prescribed "Asian 
values". The lactthat Singapore is experiencing rising divorce rates, an increase 
in drug oftenders, more single mothers and increasing alienation as a result of 
its rapid economic translormation is merely the symptoms 01 many countries, 
wherever on the global scale in the process of modernisation and rapid indu­
strialisation. In an 1990 survey, 43.8% of Singaporeans were "politically aliena­
ted" in terms of a "dillerence between perception of citizens' inlluence on national 
issues, and perception 01 how much influence citizens should have on national 
issues"29 In Malaysia, various social trends accompanying that country's rapid 
economic translormation also serve to highlight the problems 01 newly modern­
izing societies. The present regime is very worried about the increase in teenage 
promiscuity, alcoholism and drug abuse, and the breakdown of traditional Malay 
lamily structures.30 It is not the individualistic tendency, of Western style de­
mocratization that undermines traditional, family-oriented societies in Southeast 
Asia but the processes of industrialization and urbanization, wh ich in turn 
produces an increasing individualisation 01 society.31 When these are combined 
with the globalizing eftects 01 democratization which began with the changes in 
eastern Europe in 1989 (many East Europeans have claimed that the spark lor 
their movements were the televised seen es of China's Spring Democracy 
movement in action), then there is a fairly strong argument that authoritarians in 
Southeast Asia are on the defensive.'" 

28 Asioweek, 17/211995, p. 25. 
29 Chiew Seen Kong and Tan Ern Ser, Singapore Idenlity and Citizenship, 1990 which was 

a press release of a survey conducted by the Institute of Policy Studies, Singapore. 
30 Aahim, Samsudin A.: "Disquieting social trends in Malaysia cast a pali on country's 

progress". In: Slroits Times (Singopore), 30/1/1995, p. 16. 
31 A useful overview of this can be found in R. E. Howard and J. Donnelly, "Introduction" in: 

Donnelly, J., R. E. Howard (eds.): International Handbook of Human Rights. Greenwood 
Press, New York 1987, p. 15. 

32 Friedman, Edward (ed.): The Politics of Democratization: Generalizing East Asian Expe· 
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Some theorists have also questioned the speed with which this transforma-
tion has taken place: 

"The /de%gy of deve/opment': a euphemism forcapita/ism is embraced with 
re/igious fervour. The shrines of economic mirac/es, /ike those of re/igious 
cu/ts, demand sacrifice and in South Asia, as always, it is /he poor and most 
vulnerable who are offered up to this version of wealth, and its narrow 
distorted accounting system which unders/ands no/hing beyond the balance 
sheet, yet promotes itseff as the profoundest expression of the real world in 
ourtime.33 

The other side of the economic miracle is one that has witnessed widespread 
mcome inequalities, social deprivation and environmental degradation. In Ma­
laysia and Thailand for instance where the majority of the population live in rural 
areas and where they are faced with the urban bias of a fast developing 
economy, there are serious problems. Low prices combined with enormously 
destructlve mega-projects such as dam building and hydro-electric projects have 
driven ru~al people to seek jobs in Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur causing in turn 
soclal dlsmtegratlon and family breakdown. Damming and logging projects have 
lald waste to vast tracts of land, creating homelessness and displacing thou­
sands of rural families. 

Workers in the miracle economies work extraordinarily long hours. South 
Koreans continue to work 10-12 hours a day in a country wh ich has the highest 
rates of mdu.stnal a~cldents m the world. The Export Processing Zones (EPZ's) 
of S~uth China, w~leh agam retlect the heavy low eost/high export strategy of 
the tiger eeonomles, have seen large death tolls in the workplace where 
hundreds of women have been victims. In 1993, almost 2,500 workers were 
burned tn death in Chinese factory fires, invariably because they are forced to 
live m thelr place of work, to reduce manufaeturing costs." In Hong Kong, just 
one weeks annual leave for industrial workers is eommon and women bear a 
large brunt of the downside of the east Asian miracle. 

Indonesian state offieials like to cite the notion that economie development 
should precede the luxury of political and eivil rights. However, it maintains a 
falrly weak record in terms of eeonomic rights for many of its citizens. Labour 
nghts and social conditions for its workers reveal widescale deprivation. Here, 
the minimum legal wage is roughly $ 1.27 per day, the second lowest in Asia; a 
survey of 12,000 factories in Tangerang which is part of Jakarta's "industrial" 
showcase revealed that less than 40% of employers paid the minimum wage. 
The concern for economic stability to attract investment and corporate activity 
IS also a conventional wisdom in highly developed Southeast Asian countries. 
The Gross National Product is an obsession in Singapore's version of national 
security. In 1993, three economists were put on trial under Singapore's Official 

riences. Westview Press, Boulder 1994, p. 23. 
33 See Seabrook. Jeremy: ·OfHuman Bondage", In: New Statesman and SOciety, 19/5/1995. 

pp. 22- 23. 

34 See "When nimble fingers make a fisf'. In: New InternationaUst, January 1995, p. 13. 
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Secrets Act for revealing the country's growth rate in a"dvance of the Govern­
ment's official announcement. The environmental costs of booming economies 
are also proving detrimental to the landscape and the social fabric. In many cities 
in East Asia, the air quality is so bad that motorcyclists and traffie police are 
foreed to wear surgical masks. 

The point I am trying to make is not to argue the case for non-development. 
These societies will continue to develop regardless because of the inherent 
dynamics of capitalism; my point is to iIIustrate howthe discourse of development 
favoured by Southeast Asian elites runs contrary to many of the accompanymg 
soeial changes brought about by rapid industrialisation. Moreover, increasing 
social tensions in rapidly modernising economies tend to lead to a point where 
simple political measures to suppress them ultimately fail . As Sandschneider 
has argued: 

The increasing dysfunctiona/ity of the status quo system then leads to 
growing political destabilisation and to the need for po/itical change. The 
margin between functiona/ity and dysfunctiona/ity of a modemising authori­
tarian system is vety narrow.35 

6. Alternative Voices and Dissent trom Elite Discourse 

In Southeast Asia, there is however a dissident strain emerging to challenge the 
conventional wisdom of the authoritarian developmentalist school. Regional 
NGO's, soeial movements and political aetivists are developing alternative 
positions on the effects of eeonomic growth and the value of democratie nonms. 
The 1993 Bangkok NGO Deelaration of Human Rights, endorsed by over 100 
regional organizations, asserted that one set of rights cannot be used to bargain 
for another; according to this view, economic and political rights are equally 
important. Alex Magno, Director of the Third World Studies Centre at the 
University of the Philippines, says, "We're not about to trade our rights for better 
in comes."" Another Filipino scholar, Hugo E. Gutierrez, argues that "delicate, 
diffieult, and sensitive balancing" between political and economic rights is 
necessary, sinee "material advaneement alone without [eivillpolitical] rights and 
freedoms .. . would not keep human life truly human".37 Some regional dissidents 
have accused certain Easl Asian regimes of using socio-economic righls as an 
excuse 10 repress political opposition. Vil il Munlarbhom, law professor al Chula­
longkorn University in Bangkok, argues that many ASEAN governments restrict 

35 Sandschneider, Eberhard: wSuccessful Economic Development and Political Change in 
Taiwan and South Korea". In: Manor, James (ed.): Rethinking Third World Politics. 
Longman, London and New York 1991, p. 272. 

36 See "rhe Asian Way" in Asiaweek, 2/3/1994. 
37 See Guitterez, Hugo E. Jr. : "Human Rights - An Overview" . In: Quisumbing, P. V. (ed.): 

The New Constitution and Human Rights. University of the Philippines Law Centre, 
Quezon City, Philippines 1979, pp. 8- 9. 
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politieal and eivil rights not to promote prosperity, but '~o perpetuate the longevity 
01 the regime in power".38 

Manuel L. Quezon, the grandson 01 a lormer Filipino President has voci­
lerously stated, "the next time you wrinkle your nose in disgust at the sight 01 
our leaders as they sway in the conga-line 01 democraey, ask yoursell: Would 
you rather be goose-stepping toward progress?''3' Even in highly autoeratic 
Singapore wh Ich has no human rights NGO in the city-state, one dissident Irom 
the tertlary education sector in Singapore who dared to challenge the one party 
system, Dr. Chee Soon Juan, stood unsuccesslully lor the opposition Social 
Democratrc party agalnst the Prime Minister in a 1992 by-election and soon 
thereafter lost his job at the University on acharge 01 misusing a very small some 
01 money awarded to h,m lor research. Alternative opinions are not respected 
~r sought unde~ soft authoritarian,. one party systems. Chee in ellect challenged 
Lee Kuan Yew sattempts to convlnce world opinion that there is an Asian model 

01 democracy ... It's in lact a means lor staying in power indelinitely" (he 
argued).4Q Despite the h~.rsh treatment meted out to people who disagree with 
the Singaporean authorrtles, Chee and other activists still try to present their 
case. Jullus Caesar Parrenas, has also argued that the stability 01 authoritarian 
~overnments tends to be temporary. Intangibles also matter in the decision by 
rnv~stors where to place money; Parrenas gave the example 01 Hong Kong 
businessmen who mlght loglcally prefer Singapore when Hong Kong reverts to 
China after 1997, but find that the regimented lile there is not "conducive to 
creatlvlty".41 Jusuf Wanandi, an important Indonesian political commentator has 
also argued that globalisation is taking its toll on the notion of a distin~tive 
communal identity in the region: "Our communal approach is definitely chan ging 
as a result .of the inf/uence of international values. What we need to find now is 
an approprrate mixture of individualism with continued respect for authority."42 
. High profile dlssldents Irke Kim Dae Jung, Aung San Suu Kyi and Wei 

Jlngsheng. are no less ASlan than Lee Kuan Yew, Mahathir Mohammed and Li 
Peng. "Asla has democratic philosophies as profound as those of the Wes!" 
wrrtes K,m, and "should lose no time in lirmly establishing democracy and 
strengthenlng human rrght~ . The blggest obstacle is not its cultural heritage but 
the reslstance of authorrtarran rulers and their apologists". 43 One cannot help but 
conclude that the debate between Asian and Western conceptions 01 human 
rrghts IS more polrtlcal than cultural: authoritarians versus (relative) liberals, not 

38 Se~ Munlarbhorn, Vitit: "Repression and oppression still prevaJent in ASEAN" In' Th 
Nahon (Bangkok), 1515/1994, p. M . . . e 

39 See Branigan, W.: "Out 10 show democracy works", In: International Herald Tribune 
12-13/11/1994, p. 7. ' 

40 See Oe Beer, Patrice: "Democracy, Asia's major import tram the West" In- Guardian 
Weekly, 2517/1993. . . 

41 Ibid. 

42 Ciled in Schwartz, Adam: A Nation in Waiting: Indonesia in the 1990's. Westview Press 
Boulder, Co 1994, p. 255. ' 

43 Kim .Dae J,ung: "Js Culture Destiny? The Myth of Asia's Anti~Oemocratjc Values", In: 
FarBlgn Aff,ars, val. 73, no. 6 (November/December 1994), pp. 191, 194. 
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Asians versus Westerners. The most vociferous propönents of an Asian ap­
proach to human rights that rejects Western-style civil liberties are authoritarian 
regimes threatened by demands lor political liberalization, while most of the most 
int/uential spokespeople for expanded political rights are current or lormer 
political prisoners, people who have personally experienced the brutality of 

unbridled power. . 
However there are other sides to the discourse. Several Southeast ASlan 

elites themselves have argued for more nuanced positions in the debate. Anwar 
Inbrahim, the deputy Prime Minister 01 Malaysia has argued that the proposition 
that democracy is inimical to political stability and economic growth has been 
debunked by both Malaysia's and Thailand's experience: "Politicat liberality is 
not incompatible with strong economic performance; these countries have 
sustained growth lor more than three decades while practising open and vibrant 
lorms of democracy."" President Ramos of the Philippines has also criticized 
Southeast Asian developmentalist view (Based on the Philippines experiences 
under Marcos). Such arguments serve to illustrate that the debate is more 
nuanced than either/or and more complex than simple categorisation. 

7. Conclusion 

Western-oriented democratization thearists would question Southeast Asian 
elite assertions that generous civil liberties inevitably impede economic growth 
and loster social and political decay. Such assertions they argue, are spurious. 
But the timing for this counterattack is unlavourable. While the argument is 
characterized as one over unchanging principles, this theoretlcal debate (like 
many others) clearly ret/ects contemporary developments. . ., . 

There is a clear appeal in the discourse propagated by olflclals In the region; 
it recognises cultural diversity in the first instance. Moreover, the notion that 
commonly accepted standards in areas of human rights are conditioned by 
power relationships (Wh ich in tum were conditioned by imperial standards at a 
time when underdeveloped nations had no voice in international relations), 
reflects the imposition of political hegemony by the West. The latter point appeals 
to demonstrating the hypocrisy and double standards of Western powers who 
were guilty 01 widespread human rights abuses and undemocratic practices 
when they occupied the position 01 economic hegemony. Current practlces such 
as the reversal 01 the decision not to award China most lavoured nation Status 
(MFN) also ret/ect the contemporary hypocrisy in Western relations with East 
Asia, while espousing human rights rhetaric. However, as this article has shown 
the debate has several sides and is more nuanced and complex than appears 
on the surface. It must also be asked whetherthe developmentalist, authoritarian 
version 01 democracy and human right is ultimately anti-capitalist, and therefore 

44 Ibrahim, Anwar: "Asia's New Civility". In: Far Eastern Economic Review, 6/10/1994, p. 34. 
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in contradiction with the economic direction nearly all the Southeast Asian states 
are taking. Capitalism inevitably brings, and implicitly accepts, unequallevels of 
wealth. This development versus democracy appears as a false dichotomy with 
the assumption that development can only occur under authoritarian govem­
ments. 

To the extent that the development-democracy rights debate between East 
and West is merely a shadow conflict whose moves are determined by differing 
economic or geopolitical interests, a resolution will remain elusive. The best 
hope, perhaps, is in the steady trend of democratization that has brought 
liberalization to some countries in the region and presses heavily upon the 
others. If, es in other cases, political rights and liberties follow prosperity, and if 
Southeast Asia and the rest of the region conti nu es to post the highest economic 
growth rate of any region on earth, even the dubious proposition that such 
pOlitical change cannot be allowed prior to economic development will soon 
disappear. 

Abstracts 
Dieser Artikel behandelt die Beziehung zwischen der ökonomischen Entwick­
lung und dem Demokratisierungsprozeß in Südostasien in der Zeit nach dem 
Kalten Krieg. Im regionalen Diskurs werden Ansprüche, die sich auf den ökono­
mischen Erfolg stützen, geltend gemacht, um verschiedene Formen autoritärer 
Regierung zu rechtfertigen. Diese Ansprüche und regionalen Sichtweisen und 
die Schwierigkeiten von deren Aufrechterhaltung angesichts der rapiden Moder­
nisierung, Industrialisierung und den damit einhergehenden Erscheinungen von 
gesellschaftlicher Desintegration werden hier untersucht. 

This paper looks at the relationship between economic development and 
processes of democratization in post cofd war Southeast Asia. The regional 
discourse is one of asserting cultural claims based on economic success in an 
effort to justify various forms of authoritarian rufe. These claims and regional 
views on development are investigated here afong with the difficufties of sustai­
ning them in the face of rapid mOdernization, industrialization and accompanying 
forms of societal disintegration. 

Kenneth Christie, Department of Comparative Politics, 
University of Bergen, Norwegen 
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• Journal für Entwicklungspolitik Xil1/4, 1997, S. 445 

Komlosy, A., C. Parnreiter, I. Stacher und S. Zimmermann (Hrsg.): Unge­
regelt und unterbezahlt. Der informelle Sektor in der Weltwirtschaft 
(= Historische Sozialkunde 11). Brandes & ApselfSüdwind Verlag, Frank­
furt sm Main/Wien 1997, 249 Seiten. 

Das Ende der .. großen Theorie" in der Entwicklungsdiskussion hatte zur Folge, 
daß die Konzepte der Marginalität allmählich von der Diskussion um den 
informellen Sektor ersetzt wurden. Der vorliegende Band bringt Beiträge von 
mitteleuropäischen und US-amerikanischen Autoren, die sich im Rahmen einer 
Wiener Ringvorlesung mit dem Thema auseinandersetzten. Sie gehen von den 
Perspektiven der Soziologie, Raum- und Stadtplanung, Ethnologie, Geographie. 
Politologie und Afrikanistik aus; mit insgesamt vier Beiträgen ist jedoch der 
historische Ansatz am stärksten vertreten. 

Dabei sind alle Beiträge mehr oder weniger hermeneutisch angelegt und 
spiegeln das subjektive Verständnis der Autoren wider. Eigene empirische 
Forschungsergebnisse werden in keinem Beitrag eingebracht, wohl aber eine 
ganze Reihe von theoretischen Ansätzen, die auf das Phänomen des informel­
len Sektors bezogen werden. Dabei herrscht weitgehende Einigkeit darüber, 
daß die Informalität das Ergebnis kapitalistischer Wirtschaftsstrukturen ist und 
somit weder auf das 20. Jahrhundert noch auf die Dritte Welt beschränkt bleibt. 
Eine erste Reihe von Beiträgen ist sehr generell gehalten und umfaßt Studien 
auf säkularer und globaler Maßstabsebene (Delapina, Füllberg-Stolberg, Kom­
losy, Zimmermann, Holzer). Im zweiten Abschnitt werden regionale Analysen 
zu Indonesien (Evers), Afrika (Stacher), Lateinamerika (Schubert) und Osteuro­
pa (Hofbauer) vorgestellt, bevor auch das aktuelle Phänomen der Informalisie­
rung westlicher Ökonomien behandelt wird (Parnreiter). Dieser sozioökonomi­
sehe Umbruch wird in den beiden letzten Beiträgen am Beispiel der Bekleidungs­
industrie (Langthaler) und der Weltstadt New York (Sassen) noch näher behan­
delt. 

Der in jeder Beziehung anregende Sammelband kann jedem, der sich mit 
sozioökonomischen Prozessen der Gegenwart auseinandersetzen will , zur 
Lektüre und kritischen Auseinandersetzung empfohlen werden. Eine solche 
Auseinandersetzung provozieren die Autoren schon durch die häufige unkriti­
sche Übernahme von bedenklichen Theorien (Weltsystem: Wallerstein), Ro­
mantizismen (Subsistenz: Bennholdt-Thomsen) oder geopolitischen Vereinfa­
chungen (Neuer Limes: Rufin) . Aber dies kann eine weitergehende Diskussion 
nur befruchten, der zu wünschen wäre, daß kulturgenetische und sozialdifferen­
zierende Gesichtspunkte ebenso einfließen wie die Ergebnisse empirischer 
Feldstudien. 

Axel Borsdorf 
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Über Autoren und Autorinnen 

Christie, Kenneth, Dr., arbeitete am Department of Politics, University of Natal, 
Südafrika. Seit kurzem ist er als Associate Professor am Department of Comparative 
Politics, University of Bergen, Norwegen, tätig. 

Kolland, Franz, ist Universitätsdozent am Institut für Soziologie der Sozial- und 
Wirtschaftswissenschaftlichen Fakultät der Universität Wien. Forschungsschwer­
punkte im Bereich Entwicklungssoziologie: Zivile Gesellschaft; Tourismus. 

Lewis, Rachel, wird ihren BA im Juni 1 998 an der Universität von Massachusetts-Bo­
ston abschließen 1996 Teilnahme an der Savaria International Summer School. 
Hauptsächliches Forschungsinteresse: Minoritäten unter besonderer Berücksichti­
gung Osteuropas und Lateinamerikas. 

Maihold, Günther, Dr. Phil., geb. 1957; Studium der Soziologie und Politikwissen­
schaft; 1983-1988 Akademischer Rat am Institut für Politikwissenschaft der Univer­
sität Regensburg; 1988--1995 Projektleiter für gesellschaftspolitische Beratung der 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung in Mexiko, Nikaragua und Costa Rica; seitdem wissenschaft­
licher Mitarbeiter im Referat Lateinamerika und Karibik der Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, 
Bonn. 

Parra, Maya, schloß ihr Studium der Politikwissenschaft und der Theaterwissen­
schaft an der Universität von Massachusetts/Bosten ab. Sie lebte und unternahm 
eine Reihe von Reisen in Zentralamerika und in Puerto Rico (wo sie geboren wurde) . 
Sie konzentrierte ihre Studien auf Lateinamerika und Osteuropa. Derzeit arbeitet sie 
in einer Firma, die Beratungen im Non-Profit-Sektor durchführt. 

Rill, Walter, geb. 1950, Studium an der Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien, ist derzeit im 
Bundesministerium für Finanzen tätig; ab 1981 Tätigkeit im Bundesministerium für 
Finanzen in verschiedenen Abteilungen; von 1989 bis 1996 nach Washington 
entsandt, wo er Osterreich in der Weltbank (Board of Directors) in verschiedenen 
Funktionen, von 1994 bis 1996 als Exekutivdirektor für die zehn in einer Gruppe 
zu~ammengefaßten Länder (Belgien, Kasachstan, Luxemburg, Österreich, Slowa­
kei, Slowenien , Tschechische Republik, Türkei, Ungarn, Weißrußland), vertreten hat. 
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• SChicho, Walter, ist Dozent am Institut für Afrikanistik der Universität Wien. Schwer-
punkte seiner Forschung und Lehre sind Afrikanische Zeitgeschichte und Kommuni­
kation im Bereich der Entwicklungszusammenarbeit, wobei das regionale Interesse 
Zentral- und Ostafrika gehört. Neuere Veröffentlichungen haben als thematische 
SChwerpunkte Zivilgesellschaft, Arbeitergeschichte und Diskursanalyse von Texten 
der EZA. 

Wagner, Birgit, ist Literaturwissenschaftierin . Forschungsschwerpunkte: italienische 
Literatur und Kultur (z.B. gemeinsam mit Johanna Borek und Sonja Puntscher 
Riekmann: Gramsci, Pasolini. Ein imaginärer Dialog. Wien 1987), Zwei-Kulturen-De­
batte und Medientheorie (Technik und Literatur im Zeitalter der Avantgarden. Ein 
Beitrag zur Geschichfe des Imaginären, München 1996), Theorie der Avantgarde, 
Genus-Forschung. 

Zamecnik, Natasha, schloß im Juni 1997 ihr Studium der Politikwissenschaft und 
Anthropologie mit dem Schwerpunkt Intemationale Beziehungen an der Universität 
von Massachusetts ab. Sie lebte und unternahm ausgiebige Reisen in Lateinamerika 
und beschäftigt sich seit langem mit Frauen- und Entwicklungsfragen . Derzeit 
arbeitet sie für ein Internationale Handels!irma in Boston. 
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blätter des iz3w, Nr. 226 • 
Schwerpunkt: Im Jahre 505 - Europäische Nord-Süd-Politik 

Die Analysen der EU-Politik in Afrika, Asien und Lateinamerika, die bei al­
ler Kritik gegen .. die in Brüssel« verfallen, können u.a. zeigen, wie globale 
Politik zukünftig mehr denn je zwischen den Blöcken ausgemacht wird. 
Die EU als Staatenunion gehört dabei zu den mächtigsten Konkurrenten 
in einem Wettlauf um Ressourcen und Märkte, der nicht zuletzt in den und 
um die ehemaligen Kolonien stattfindet - und immer noch wird im Namen 
von Entwicklung und Fortschritt gestritten. Die Beiträge zum Schwerpunkt 
im einzelnen: Konsequent inkohärent. Die Entwicklungspolitik der EU 
(Jochen Müller); Nicht scheint unmöglich. Die Zukunft des Lome-Ab­
kommens (Georg Lutz); Im Rausch des Freihandels. Die Handels­
beziehungen EU-Lateinamerika (Gaby Küppers); Mehr Markt im 
Maghreb. Die Mittelmeerpolitik der EU (Christine Parsdörfer); Neue Dy­
namik, alte Mächte. Die EU-Politik im Wirtschaftsraum Asien (Gerd 
Rieger) ; Fisch für die Welt. Fischereipolitik und Ernährungssicherheit in 
Westafrika (Kat ja Hansen); Rinder mit Pferdefüßen. Nahrungsmittelhilfe 
nährt Versorgungskrisen (Sabine Mayer) sowie Mit blauem Band und 
goldenen Sternen. Interview mit Wilfried Telkämper. 
Einzelheft DM 8,-; Jahresabonnement (8 Ausgaben/Jahr) DM 60,-. 
Bezug: iz3w, Aktion Dritte Welt e.V., Postfach 5328, 79020 Freiburg. 

ila Nr. 211 (Dezember 1997) 
Schwerpunkt: Neoliberalismus 

Schwerpunkt: Neoliberalismus - Der globalisierte Neoliberalismus läßt 
denen keine Chance, die beim Konzert der Großen und Mächtigen vor 
der Türe stehen. Nutznießer von Sozialdemontage, Raubbau an der Na­
tur, Freihandel und Steuersenkungen sind die transnationalen Konzerne 
und alle diejenigen, die den Neoliberalismus so erfolgreich in die Welt tra­
gen. Der Schwerpunkt beleuchtet den historischen Weg vom Beginn der 
Industrialisierung in Lateinamerika bis zum heutigen Status quo und 
versucht darüber hinaus, Wege aufzuzeigen, die herausführen können 
aus dem globalisierten Wahnsinn. Berichte und Hintergründe: Ein Hotel 
als Zankapfel / Konflikte in der uruquayischen Linken - Guatemala: Die 
Realität des Friedensprozesses auf dem Land - Sag mir, wo die Schwei­
ne sind: Haitis Putschisten genießen ihr Leben in den USA u.v.m. 



Einzelheft DM 8,-; Jahresabonnement DM 70,- (10 Ausgaben/Jahr) bzw. 
ermäßigt DM 60,-. Bezug: Informationsstelle Lateinamerika e.V., Heerstr. 
205, 0-53111 Bonn. 

Entwicklungsethnologie. Zeitschrift der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ent­
wicklungsethnologie e.V., Heft 2,1997 

Das aktuelle Heft zieht anläßlich seines fünf jährigen Bestehens Bilanz 
und bringt schwerpunktmäßig Beiträge, die durch ihre Biographie oder 
ihre berufliche Position an einer Schnittstelle zwischen Ethnologie und 
Praxis sitzen bzw. sich mit einer ethnologischen Berufsbildung erfolgreich 
in der Welt der Entwicklungspraktiker behaupten. Die Beiträge zum 
aktuellen Themenheft, das den Titel »Entwicklungstechnologie: Bilanz 
und Perspektiven« trägt sind: Zum Verhältnis von Entwicklungsethnologie 
und staatlicher Entwicklungszusammenarbeit in Deutschland (Frank 
Bliss); Sechs Jahre als GTZ-Mitarbeitenn in Indonesien (Sondra 
Wentzel); Ethnologische Perspektiven entwicklungspolitischer Arbeit. Ein 
persönlicher Rückblick auf 14 Jahre Tätigkeit in der deutschen Ent­
wicklungszusammenarbeit (Uwe Kievelitz); Becoming a Development 
Anthropologist (Carmen G. Hess); Ethnolgen in der Auslandsmitarbeit des 
Deutschen Entwicklungsdienstes (Günther Heidt); Is He the Farmer or the 
Farmer's Husband - Gender in Agricultural Research and Extension in 
Zimbabwe. Der Themenschwerpunkt wird im nächsten Heft mit weiteren 
Beiträgen von Institutionenvertretern und internen wie externen - auch 
kritischen Begleitern - fortgesetzt. Das zweimal jährlich erscheinende 
Heft der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Entwicklungsethnologie infomiert ferner 
regelmäßig über Tagungen, Neuerscheinungen, Organisationen, Termine 
etc. Es erscheint im Verlag für Entwicklungspolitik Saarbrücken. 
Bezug: AGEE e.V., Postfach 30 01 30, 0-50771 Köln. 

Südwind-Magazin Nr. 12197 
Schwerpunt: Empowerment 

Wie kommen Frauen zu mehr Macht und Mitentscheidung? Welche 
Fußangeln und Fallstricke sind dabei zu umgehen? Der Begriff hat 
eingeschlagen? Warum? Differenzen sind erst dann aufzudecken, wennn 
man hinter die Kulissen von (Sonntags-)Reden blickt. Darüber und über 
andere Facetten von »Empowerment - Machtfaktor Frauen« handelt der 
aktuelle Schwerpunkt. 
Jahresabonnement (10 Hefte/Jahr) ÖS 420,-/DM 58,-. 
Bezug: Südwind, Berggasse 7, A-1 090 Wien. 

• 
Brandes & Apsel 

A Komlosy / C. Pamreiler 
I. Stacher / S. Zimmermann (Hrsg.) 

Ungeregelt und unterbezahlt 
Der informelfe Sektor in der 

Weltwirlschaftt 
252 S., ISBN 3-86099-171·X 

In Folge des Drucks globaler Konkurrenz 
wird der Kembereich geregelter und 
gewerkschaftlich abgesicherter Arbeits­
verhältnisse immer kleiner. Während das 
Kapital davon profitiert, tragen die Lasten 
jene, die unterbezahlte Produktions- und 
unbezahlte Reproduktionsarbeit leisten. 
Das Buch beleuchtet die komplexen Zu­
sammenhänge aus unterschiedlichen 
Blickwinkeln. 

Wemer G. Raza / Andreas Novy (Hrsg.) 
Nachhaltig reich - nachhaltig arm? 

208 S., ISBN 3-86099-273-2 
I>Nachhaltigkeit« - das viel benutzte 
SchlUsseiwort aus den BOer Jahren hat 
seinen kritischen und emanzipatorischen 
Charakter verloren. Eine internationale 
Gruppe von SozialwissenschaftierInnen 
zeigt die Grenzen des aktuellen Diskur­
ses über ),nachhaltige Entwicklungc< auf 
und liefert eine kritische Reflexion dieses 
Konzepts. 

Leo Gabrlel (Hrsg.) 
Die globale Verelnnahmung und 
der Widerstand Lateinamerikas 

208 S., ISBN 3-86099·146·9 
Expertinnen aus Lateinamerika und dem 
deutschen Sprachraum analysieren die 
politischen und ökonomischen Prozesse 
von Mexiko bis Chile und entdecken da­
bei, wie sehr sich der Widerstand gegen 
diese globale Vereinnahmung bereits 
ausgeweitet hat. 
.. ... doch die Zapatisten glauben daran, 
daß in diesem Körper, den sie als Zivil­
gesellschaft bezeichnen, geheime Mus­
keln vorhanden sind, eine latente schöp­
ferische Kraft des Widerstands ... « (E. 
Gal.ano) 

Dritte-Welt-Journalistlnnen-Netz 
Verwaschen und verschwommen 
Fremde Frauenwelten in den Medien 

Hrsg. v. Bärbel R6ben und Come/ia Wilß 
184 S., , ISBN 3-86099-138-8 

»Die Aulorinnen entlarven Eurozentris­
mus und Schubladendenken, aber sie 
verdammen nicht von ihrem stabilen 
interkulturellen Wachposten aus Fernseh­
anstalten und Presse. Sie hinterfragen 
auch immer wieder ihre eigene Haltung.« 
(die tageszeitung) 

Paulina Chiziane 
Wind der Apokalypse 

Roman 
Aus dem portugiesischen übersetzt und 

mit einem Nachwort versehen von 
Elisa Fuchs 

284 S., vier!. geb., ISBN 3-86099-454-9 
Paulina Chiziane gehört zu den wenigen 
international bekannten afrikanischen 
Schriftstellerinnen, die nun auch ins 
Deusche übersetzt werden. In Wind der 
Apokalypse verarbeitet sie traumatische 
Erfahrungen der jüngeren Geschichte 
Mozambiques. Chiziane zeigt in di9hter 
poetischer Sprache, wie mündliche Uber­
ieferungen und Mythen im BOrgerrieg 
wiederbelebt werden, um Macht zu er­
obern und Menschen zu vernichten. 

Kaija Werthmann 
Nachbarinnen 

Die Alftagswelt muslimischer Frauen in 
einer nigerianischen Großstadt 

256 S., ISBN 3-86099·272-9 
Die Studie betrachtet Frauen im isla­
mischen Afrika nicht aus eurozentrischer 
Perspektive als homogene Gruppe, son­
dern als konkrete, handelnde Personen in 
einem komplexen sozialen Umfeld. 

Bitte Gesamtverzeichnis anfordern bei : 
Brandes & Apsel Verlag 

Zeltweg 20 
0-60439 Frankfurt a.M. 


